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ABSENCE OF THE HOME COMPANIES. 

At the Indianapolis convention of the Na- 
TIONAL Lire UNDERWRITERS ASSOCIATION last 
week the absence of representatives of the 
home companies located in that city was most 
obvious. The Indianapolis association, by its 
standard of membership, has debarred them 
from its councils and hence the home com- 
panies, although believing in the association 
movement, did not co-operate in the conven- 
tion proceedings. 

We believe thoroughly in a high standard 
of membership in the association, but it seems 
to us that these new companies, some of them, 
be it true, have at one time not been on an 
old-line basis, must be reckoned with. They 
are trying to be fair. Some of their practices 
may not be strictly orthodox, but no reforms 
can be inaugurated, so far as these companies 
are concerned, outside the association. It ap- 
pears to us that while some-line must be drawn 
when the solvency of a company is in ques- 
tion, yet, in case of those institutions that are 
headed right and desire to meet competitors on 
professional grounds, they should be given 
consideration. The Indiana life companies of 
the solid type are writing much business. They 
have done considerable for improving legis- 
lation. The association should make its test 
financial solvency and endeavor to help all 
agents who want to sell insurance on an 
ethical basis by educating inside the associa- 
tion. It would be ridiculous for a church to 
bar its doors to anyone who wants to do right. 


EX-PRESIDENT HUBERT H. WARD. 


Husert H. Warp retires from the presidency 
of the NationaL AssociATION oF Lire UNDER- 
WRITERS, after one of the most progressive ad- 
ministrations in the history of the organization. 
A year ago Mr. Warp was almost an unknown 
juantity. To the men from Cleveland who 
vouched for him at Baltimore, the veterans re- 
ferred to him as “your young friend.” He 
vent to work with the same energy that has 
made his the leading general agency of his 
‘ompany. Jn April he attended the mid-year 
meeting of the executive committee, and as 
ihe result of a half-year’s experience, recom- 
iiended that the plan of having a salaried or- 

inizer be tried. With only enough delay to 
how proper courtesy, the wise men of the 
executive committee tabled the recommenda- 








tion. Six months later Mr. Warp brought up 
the same subject at Indianapolis and the asso- 
ciation. endorsed his views to a large extent. 
This appears to us as a great personal triumph 
for Mr. Warp. 

The Nationa AssoctATIon has started on a 
new path. The old narrow idea of an associa- 
tion of general agents has gone. The doctrine 
that Mr. Warp has preached, of getting in 
everybody who is worthy, is to be the policy 
henceforth. When this new policy shall bear 
fruit, the NATIONAL AssocIATION may look 
back and declare that the beginning of the 
new eta was the administration of Hupert H. 
WARD. 


TEN-DAY LIMIT DECISION. 


Jupce Bertier of Philadelphia holds in a 
decision that if a house is left unoccupied for 
ten consecutive days without the knowledge or 
consent of the fire companies insuring _ it, 
these companies are not liable for the 
This seems an odd construction of the policy 
and hardly any company would be willing to 
take advantage of it. It would seem that the 
ninety-day clause in the policy the 
point. Companies do demand notice if prop- 
erty is left vacant for any considerable period, 
but a ten-day limit on 
rediculous. 


loss. 


covers 


residences would be 


LOVING CUP TO DUNLOP. 


A number of the western managers at Chi- 
cago, who have been associated with C. D. 
Dunlop during his tenure of the position of 
western manager of the Providence-Washing- 
ton, presented him with a loving cup on the 
eve of his departure to the East to become 
vice-president of the company. The presenta- 
tion was made by P. D. McGregor, omen 
of the Queen, at the Union League Club, 
the presence of about twenty-five of Mr. Ban 
lop’s friends. 





NEW COMPANY IS PROPOSED. 


The Alliance Insurance Company of Phila- 
delphia, with $500,000 capital and $500,000 sur- 
plus, is being promoted as an adjunct to the 
Insurance Company of North America. The 
stockholders of the North America will be 
given the first chance to subscribe. Several 
stockholders of the North America are back 
of the new company. 





MISCELLANEOUS NOTES. 


The receiver of the Baltimore Fire has de- 
clared a dividend of 50 percent. 

William Schupp enters the business again in 
Duluth by securing the Palatine and L. & L. & 
G. of New York, 

The Delaware & Great Western Fire Crop 
& Live Stock Insurance Company is being or- 
ganized at Bartlesville, Ind. Ter. 

R. Moody Critchell has withdrawn from 
the well-known New York firm of surplus line 
brokers, Critchell & Rimington. H. H. 
Rimington will continue the business. 


An electrical inspection of Faribault, Minn., 
shows bad conditions, especially in outside 
wiring. The chief of the fire department, who 
has this. work in charge for the municipality, 
is seeking to secure improvements. 


A suggestion made at Des Moines, Ia., that 
cross wires. supporting trolley wires be at- 
tached to buildings instead of poles in the 
streets, brought forth such a protest from the 
insurance interests that it was promptly 
dropped. 

The Hartford has brought a subrogation 
suit for $1,800 at Fort Scott, Kan., against 
the Missouri, Kansas & Texas railroad, 
charging that sparks from an engine set fire 
to the old Junction house, on which the Hart- 
ford had to pay that amount of loss. 

A waterworks system has been installed at 
Virginia, Minn., to furnish fire protection for 
the C. R. Ash mill and the Virginia Lumber 
Company. The system consists of a fifteen- 
inch main from the lake to the lumber yard 
and smaller mains distributed about the yard. 
Hydrants ‘are installed at convenient points 
and the pump has a capacity of 1,000 gallons, 





ALEXANDER PAYS CHICAGO A VISIT. 


President of the Equitable of New York Is 
Given a Warm Reception by the 
Agents of the Company, 


James W. Alexander, president of the 
Equitable Life of New York, does not get out 
into the field often nowadays, leaving the vis- 
itation of agents to Vice-President ‘Tarbell, 
who is master of the art. He was coming 
West to visit the World’s Fair with his wife 
and decided to stop off for a day in Chicago as 
a mark of appreciation of the remarkable prog- 
ress Illinois has been making of late. A re- 
ception was arranged for him at the Equitable 
general agency, at which 150 men from the 
metropolitan district were present. Mr. Alex- 
ander made a short talk, dwelling on the value 
of the agent in the life insurance business, 
showing that nearly all of the executive officers 
of the company have risen from the ranks, and 
holding that even greater opportunities will be 
open in the future to men of ability and per- 
sistency. Mr. Alexander said he wanted to 
correct the idea that New York does not ap- 
preciate Chicago. He knew personally many 
leading business men in New York, who con- 
fessed that Chicago was far their superior in 
many lines. Howard H. Hoyt, western super- 
intendent of the Equitable, expressed the ap- 
preciation of the Chicago staff of. the compli- 
ment of the visit, and stirred the men to 
greater efforts for the remainder of the year. 
During his stay here President Alexander 
called on the Chicago directors of the com- 
pany, Marvin Hughitt, Robert T. Lincoln and 
J. B. Forgan. 





TO KEEP IN TOUCH WITH THE WORK. 


President Cofran of the Western Union De- 
cides He Will Know the Inside De- 
liberations and Results. 





President J. W. G. 
Union, intends to be 
as well as name. 


Cofran, of the Western 
chief executive in fact 
Heretofore the president 
has been in evidence only at the annual and 
semi-annual meetings, not being in touch at 
all with the work of the organization as car- 
ried out by the committees. The president, as 
a matter of fact, has known but little of the 
matters being disposed of. President Cofran 
proposes to be acquainted with the machinery 
and its product. He will attend the governing 
committee meetings at least once a week, and 
will be advised as to what the other commit- 
tees are doing. ‘This innovation of the new 
president meets with general approval. 





RETIRES FROM SURVEY BUREAU. 
Following in the wake of the AZtna Insur- 
ance Company, the Insurance Company of 
North America has tendered its resignation as 
a member of the Insurance Survey Bureau of 
Chicago. 





ATTORNEY TO SEEK FAVORS. 


Duluth will soon visit 
represent the Commercial Club 
and see if the conflagration charge can be 
modified. He will pay his respects to the goy- 
erning committee of the Union. 


An attorney from 


Chicago to 





WANT A TORNADO CONFERENCE. 

The non-union companies with which J. L. 
Whitlock of the Glens Falls has been cor- 
responding, relative to a proposed conference 
of all classes of companies writing the busi- 
ness, express a desire to meet and discuss a 
plan of agreement independent of any other 
association. 





They Do Such Things in Indiana. 
Mrs, Julius Doerter, wife of a prominent in- 
structor in the Evansville (Ind.) schools, was 
painfully burned and her eyesight threatened 
by the explosion of a can of tomatoes which 
she had just sealed to put away for winter use. 





Companies are urging that the ozone flour 
bleaching process, recently installed in the 
Palisade mill at Minneapolis, be removed to a 
separate building. Experts, after inspecting 
it, pronounced it hazardous. 
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LOCAL FIRE AGENTS IN SESSION. 


SUCCESSFUL CONVENTION OF BUSINESS GETTERS IS MEETING IN ST. LOUIS. 


Number of Valuable Papers Are Read by Underwriters Prominent in the Insurance World on Subjects of Vital 
Interest to the Business—Secretary Holmes Refuses to Serve Another Term After Several Years of Faithful 
Work— President North Reviews the Work of the National Association for the Year—Recommends Checking 


of Multiple Agencies—E xecutive Committee Criticizes the Method of the Royal Exch 





Mal + 
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the Mornings at Business and the Afternoons in Visiting the World’s Fair—Much Interest Is Shown in the 
Recent Decision on the Sullard Case—Many Visitors Are Present. 


(From A STAFF CORRESPONDENT. ) 


T. LOUIS, Mo., Oct. 20—(Special).— 

The National Association of Local 

Agents is a iive body, as shown by the 

interest taken in the proceedings. A 
number of managers, officials and field men 
are present, hob-nobbing with the local agents. 
The mornings are spent at business, the after- 
noons in visiting the World’s Fair, and the 
evenings on the Pike. 

Secretary F. F. Holmes threw a bomb in 
the Chicago camp by declining to serve an- 
other year. Chicago came here with fire and 
sword, to rout the genial secretary, on_ac- 
count ‘of his proceedings in placing the Cook 
county insurance and his injunction case 
against the Chicago Board. He hints at “im- 
portant” matters requiring his attention which 
is taken to mean further litigation in Chicago. 
He has made a splendid secretary. 

Held Under Adverse Conditions. 

The first session of the convention was held 
under adverse conditions, which prevented its 
being a very interesting function. Many of 
the delegates reached St. Louis only Tuesday 
morning and were not located in time to reach 
the hall at the hour set for opening. Presi- 
dent North postponed the opening until almost 
10 o'clock, as President Francis, of the Ex- 
position, could not be present earlier, and then 
it became necessary to let the address of wel- 
come and response go over to Wednesday, as 
Mr. Francis found he could not attend on 
‘Tuesday. 

When the convention came to order in 
Festival Hall, there were probably 60 per- 
sons present, but they continued to come in 
and register up till almost the hour of ad- 
journment. This caused some confusion, and 
made it hard to hear the officers and commit- 
tee chairmen as they read their reports. An- 
other disturbing element was the music of 
the great organ, whose sounds penetrated in- 
tervening walls and were quite audible in the 
convention hall. 

Immediately after the call to order resolu- 
tions were adopted providing for committegs 
on resolutions and nominations, to consist of 
one member to be chosen by each associa- 
tion. 

President North’s Address. 

The annual address of President John C. 
North was a review at considerable length 
of the past year’s work. His statements were 
marked by a notable fairness and conserva- 
tism. The first subject considered was the 
Yonkers case, which has attracted so much 
attention and been given so much publicity, 
and the importance of the recent decision to 
every local agent, whether member of the as- 
sociation or not, was pointed out. 

President North considers the reinsuring of 
the shore end of marine policies on cotton one 
of importance to local agents all over the 
country, instead of in the South only, as, if 
fire insurance companies can help out one 
class of companies competing with local 
agents, they can do the same for other classes. 
The subject of wildcats was touched upon, 
but the state laws seem to be taking care of 
this question at the present time. 

Question of Multiple Agencies 

On the question of dual and multiple agen- 
cies, Mr. North’s remarks were peculiarly in- 
teresting. The movement towards single 
agencies is advancing every year. Nearly all 
the companies have expressed themselves as 
preferring to have but one agent in a place if 
their competitors will do likewise. Replies to 
letters sent to every State appear to Mr. North 
to show that the situation is “largely de- 
pendent upon local conditions, 
most places, the agents themselves, 
than the companies, are responsible.” 

“Most of the dual agent appointments, I am 
convinced,” said he, “are suggested and en- 
couraged by local agents, who take this method ' 


rather 
| 





‘through brokers. 





for which, in | 


| 
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of securing some advantage over their com- 
petitors, and who, by this means, are able to 
circumvent the brokerage rules of their local 
board. Such appointments are what would 
more properly be called sub-agents and com- 
prise a large proportion of the dual and mul- 
tiple agent appointments. * * * Review- 
ing reports from various States, in response 
to my inquiries, it is very evident that where 
local agents do not want dual agents the com- 
panies respect their wishes and do not ap- 
point them.” 

He recommends the appointment of a “dual 
agent committee” in each State to look after 
this question. 

Growth in Membership. 

The past year has been a good one in the 
increase of membership. The president thinks 
that state associations must do most in this 
work and that their fields should be divided 
into small territories for organization pur- 
poses. The work of the National association 
should be carried on on similar lines, sub- 
committees being made responsible for certain 
territories. 

There has been some “anti’’ legislation, but 
state associations have generally been able to 
look after this. 

Advance of Scientific Methods. 

The advance of schedule rating is noted 
with satisfaction, but schedules are held to be 
far from perfect in some cases. Local agents 
are urged to familiarize themselves with the 
schedules, so that they can explain them and 
defend them if necessary. 

President North, in closing, stated how he 
was impressed at the banquet of the National 
Board in May, at which he was a guest as the 
representative of the National association, with 
the fact that “science is taking the place of 
guesswork and haphazard information is be- 
ing replaced with expert testing and technical 
research.” The association must recognize in 
the National Board one of the most powerful 
agencies working to bring the business on a 
more permanent and stable basis. 

Report of the Executive Committee. 

L. W. Childrey of Norfolk, Va., chairman 
of the executive committee, followed Presi- 
dent North. The report touched upon many 
of the same points as the president’s address 
covered. The Yonkers case and the rating 
situation growing out of the year’s conflagra- 
tions, were briefly considered. The commit- 
tee recommended that the publication of sole 
agency appointments be made _ prominent. 
Overhead writing received the most attention, 
and most of the committee's comments were 
directed to the case of the Royal Exchange 
that has recently been found to be writing 
“No company can success- 
fully assist these brokerage interests without 
losing its standing in the agency field,” said 
the report. It was recommended that the 
grievance committee ascertain the practice of 
different companies in regard to overhead and 
large line writing. 

Report of the Legislative Committee. 

Secretary Holmes read the report of the 
legislative committee prepared by Emmett 
Rhodes. 

Chairman Emmett Rhodes, of the legislative 
committee, reported that the provision that 
the efforts of the state legislative committees 
be under the supervision of the National com- 
mittee had proven wise. The National com- 
mittee now has an efficient organization of 
trained men ready to co-operate with allied 
interests and strong enough to meet any 
emergency. The committee has labored side 
by side with the companies in opposing state 
deposit laws, valued policy laws, anti-compact 
laws and the like. 

Agents Must Be on Their Guard. 

“This has been done,” said Mr. Rhodes, “in 
the firm belief that such action would best 
serve the interests of the insuring public, the 
agents and the companies; but it behooves us 
to continue our organization, to be alert and 


. to the least amount of the last.” 





ever in a state of preparedness, as the horizon 
is not entirely clear. . For, owing to the dis- 
position ‘on the part of some underwriters, 
to farther divorce the agents from their com- 
panies by the introduction of new interme- 
diaries, may we not some day be compelled to 
decide whether the local agents’ best interests 
are best served by reducing them to serfdom, 
er-by protecting them in the-free use of their 
judgment, under the provisions of ‘atiti-com- 
pact laws? Or, if the points established by 
the decision in the Sullard case be reversed, 
may it not be wise to establish by law the 
right of the policyholder to have his chosen 
agent retain the policy register containing the 
records of .his contract, where it may be 
freely consulted by. him during the life of 
his contract? * * * But let us not be 
alarmed. Neither must we allow ourselves to 
be surprised; but, being strong in our posi- 
tion, let us do all in our power to cultivate 
that spirit of fairness and fraternalism before 
which all clouds must disappear.” 


Report of Organization Committee. 


The report of the committee on organiza- 
tion by Chairman Arthur W. Mills of Pine 
Bluff, Ark., showed that there are thirty-eight 
state associations, which cover the entire coun- 
try except Florida, Delaware, Iowa, South Da- 
kota and some of the further western States 
and Territories. Arizona will be organized the 
first of the year. Every state association has 
met within the year. Chairman Mills finds 
that it is impossible to do all the organization 
work by correspondence and he recommends 
that a fund be set aside which will enable the 
president or the head of the organization com- 
mittee to secure some good enthusiastic man 
to visit unorganized and lukewarm districts 
near his place of residence and stir things up. 
He ‘does not think it necessary to have a man 
constantly employed at this work, however. 

Report of Secretary Holmes 


Secretary Frank F. Hoimes of Chicago was 
very brief. He expressed his thanks to the 
American Agency Bulletin and the insurance 
press for the assistance they had given him in 
lightening his work. To the association he ex- 
pressed his gratitude for the honor it had 
done him in electing him to the position five 
successive years. He had been asked to per- 
mit his name to go before the association 
again, but op account of an “important busi- 
ness matter which requires legal action,” and 
which he had felt obliged to defer until he 
should be out of office, he must decline to 
do so. 


Grievance Committee’s Report. 


The report of the grievance committee went 
over to Thursday, as Chairman Jackson was 
not present. 

It would not, have seemed like a real con- 
vention without a report from Merwin Jack- 
son of Toledo, as chairman of the grievance 
committee. This committee reported that 
many complaints were lodged during the year, 
some without foundation in fact and many as 
a result of misrepresentations of both agents 
and companies in an effort to overreach their 
rivals, especially in getting preferred business 

Mr. Jackson has not changed his opinion, 
heretofore expressed, that most of the evils 
oi the business are traceable to too high pre- 
miums on certain classes in order to carry 
other classes at less than cost. So long as 
this continues there will be an “effort to get 
the greatest possible proportion of the first 
The applica- 
tion of schedules has done much to remedy 
this, but the energetic assistance of agents is 
required to make the system effective. 

There has been some clashing between loca! 
tating authorities and companies over rates on 
sprinkled business. The competition of New 
England mutuals has forced these rates down 
very low, but there*still seems a good margin 
of profit. 


Overhead Writing and Surplus Lines. 


Overhead writing has broken out again in 
the. form of writing for surplus line brokers or 
reinsuring surplus line companies, and one 
agency company has gotten into serious trouble 
by this practice. Many other States have simi 
lar laws-and agents are admonished to watcl 
for such actions and report them. 

The multiple agency evil is on the decrease, 
except among companies seeking only pre- 
ferred business. Companies that are of much 


value to agents are generally going on a singl* 
agency basis as fast as they can. | 
Agents are urged to support the insurance 
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commissioners in their fight on illegal com- 
panies. 

Shortage of insurance capital and. increased 
rates on unprofitable classes have given rise to 
numerous surplus line companies, “most of 
which are entirely unworthy of confidence and 
all of which are breakers of law.” Agents are 
advised to have nothing to do with them, but 
to secure evidence against them and report it 
to their insurance commissioners. 

Pinancial Report on Yonkers Case. 

W. H. Mandeville of Olean, N. Y., who was 
the custodian of the funds subscribed for the 
prosecution of the Yonkers case, reported 
that subscriptions had been so liberal that it 
had not been necessary to call upon the guar- 
antors. Agents in twenty-four States had 
contributed voluntarily $721.50, of which 
$464.35 had been used up to the present time. 

The Local Agent of Fifty Years Ago. 

J. F. Downing, the veteran general agent of 
the North America and Philadelphia Under- 
writers, read an interesting paper in reminis- 
cent vein on “The Lodal Agent of Fifty Years 
Ago.” In a general way he sketched the be- 
ginning and development of the agency sys- 
tem, whose origin\he attributed especially to 
the Hartford companies, and especially to J. B. 
Bennett of the Attna. The old agents did not 
solicit, they considered ‘that undignified. They 
let the business come to them. Mr. Downing 
thinks that many other lines of business 
learned the value of an agency system from the 
fire insurance business. 

The general rate of commission was 5 per- 
cent, or in some cases 5 percent and 10 percent 
of the profits of the agency. “If we could only 
go back to the measure of compensation then 
allowed agents, what a blessing it would be in 
some respects. It would swiftly eliminate the 
insurance broker, who so often sucks the life 
blood out of the business of the regular agent.” 

Questions Advantage of Present Plans. 

“Is the present plan of conducting the fire 
insurance business such an improvement on 
the old ways as to meet our unqualified ap- 
proval?” the speaker asked. “Does the aver- 
age local agent of to-day suffer in comparison 
with the local agent of fifty years ago, on the 
score of personal dignity and importance? Has 
he the same chance to use his own knowledge 
and good judgment; his own powers of discre- 
tion and good common sense? When rates 
are made for him by a rating bureau, or some 
committee not fully acquainted with the con- 
ditions of his locality; when he is told to step 
to one side and let strangers fix the rates 
for him, no matter how well qualified they 
may be for their work; when, in a word, he 
has little to do but to register che orders of 
others no more intelligent than himself, can 
the companies expect any better or more profit- 
able results than were accomplished under the 
older and less complicated system? For my 
part, I would be willing to leave pretty much 
everything to my local representatives—shoul- 
der upon them the important responsibility 
of making rates in co-operation with their 
brother agents, subject only to such general 
instructions as long and practical experience 
over a wide field may dictate.” 

Who Owns the Renewals ? 

R. S. Critchell, head of one of the largest 
agencies in Chicago, had for his subject the 
very vital question, ““Who Owns the Expira- 
tions?” By way of introduction Mr. Critchell 
expressed his high opinion of the local agent 
as a factor in the business. He held that the 
answer to this question depends upon the well- 
established customs of the business, and by 
those customs it must be determined whether 
companies or agents own the business. He 
then proceeded to examine the customs. 

Practices Show That Agents Own Businese. 

He held that these facts showy ownership in 
the agent, viz., that a company generally seeks 
an agent who already has business worked up, 
which would belong to the other companies 
in the office if companies owned the business: 
that they do not raise objections to an agent’s 
placing a particular risk in some other com- 
pany at expiration; that agents are more stable 
than companies and that when companies fail 
the receivers do not attempt to sell the ex- 
Pirations as part of the assets; that agents un- 
der such circumstances. often spend much of 
their own money to protect their patrons, 
while, if they were the patrons of the com- 
panies, agents would not do this; that agents 
often spend, in salaries, etc., more to get cer- 
tain business than the companies pay them 
for it in commissions; that when an agent dies 





his business is sold to somebody, while if the 
companies owned it, they might sell it and take 
the pay for it; and that property owners do 
business with the agent on personal grounds 
and not with the companies, whose names they 
frequently do not even know. 

Cases Where Companies Own Renewals. 

Mr. Critchell recognizes the rights of the 
companies in this matter. He holds that the 
companies own the business worked up by 
salaried agents, as they bear the expense and 
take all the risk. He also holds that when a 
company gets a risk on its books it is entitled 
to undisturbed possession until expiration. The 
right of companies to seize and sell the busi- 
ness, to collect balances, is also recognized, but 
the speaker expressed the opinion that this 
seizure is similar to levying on any other 
property for a debt. He denounced the action 
of companies in cutting rates to hold its busi- 
ness as “unequivocally and without defalcation, 
a steal.” 

Does Not Favor Agreements on Ownership. 


The speaker does not favor any agreement 
between agent and company to protect the 
agent in his ownership of the expirations. He 
expressed the opinion that troubles about re- 
newals at the time of a transfer are much 
more likely to occur between the new and old 
agent than between the company and the old 
agent. In general, he believes that if agents 
and companies will treat each other honorably 
the question, “‘Who Owns the Business,” will 
settle itself. 


licGregor on ‘Large City Problems.’’ 


P. D. McGregor, western manager of the 
Queen, gave the assembled agents a good deal 
to think about in a paper on “Large City Prob- 
lems.”’ He considers the cost of the business 
in the large cities the most important question 
in the fire insurance world to-day. When 
there is so much talk about the necessity of 
increasing rates for the conflagration hazard 
it is hard to explain why over 25 percent of 
all premiums in large cities should be paid in 
commissions to agents. 

Commissions Have Steadily Increased. 

From an address by President Hall of the 
National Board the speaker quoted the fol- 
lowing figures: 

All other 


Year. 





Comm’‘ns. expense. 

1860-70 11.32 19.74 
1871-80 14.89 18.27 
17.95 17.11 

19.76 16.45 

19.09 16.08 

18.59 15.28 

17.91 16.39 

18.61 16.73 

18.87 17.27 

19.34 17.85 

20.04 18.31 

19.75 19.56 

WOOO ccswccrese 20.31 18.11 
BOGE (2 9.0recewes 20.76 16.69 
MT eee 20.28 15.45 
BOGR sic swccsas 21.31 15.58 


From these figures the speaker concluded 
that if commissions had decreased in the same 
ratio as other expenses from the decade 1881- 
go to the year 1904, there would have resulted 
an annual saving of about $6,720,000, figuring 
premiums at approximately $200,000,000 per 
annum. 


No Apparent Reason for Such High Commissions. 


“Broadly speaking, commissions in the 
West,” said Mr. McGregor, “can be divided 
into two classes—the so-called large cities of 
Chicago, St. Louis, Cleveland, Cincinnati, Mil- 
waukee and Louisville being in one class, and 
the balance of the field in the other. It is 
dificult to understand why an agent in a 
town of 1,000 or 5,000 people should be re- 
munerated by a commission of 15 percent, or 
at best the so-called graded scale of 15, 20 and 
25 percent, while his field is limited, the com- 
petition fierce, and the number of companies 
actively transacting business much larger in 
proportion than in the city of 500,000 popula- 
tion, or over, where we frequently find in the 
heavy value districts that enough capital can- 
not be provided to carry the indemnity de- 
sired, and therefore insurance which must be 
placed outside of the State at 5 or 10 percent 
commission, and yet the agents in these cities 
receive all the way from 15 to 35, or sometimes 
even 40 percent, and are still clamoring for 
more. 


High Commissions No Advantege to Agents. 

“We all know that increased commission 
does not mean 4ncreased income, but rather 
multiplied competition and decreasing profits 
for the legitimate agents. * * * I do not 





think there is in this room a large city agent 
who will not agree with this statement. 

“The time will probably never come in this 
country when the person desiring fire insur- 
ance will deal directly with the company, and 
therefore we shall always have the middleman, 
but the inevitable result of competition will 
decree that if there are two middlemen, one 
of them must be dispensed with. li commis- 
sions in the large cities are to keep on increas- 
ing, and a larger and larger percentage of 
business comes from brokers, the companies 
will find it to their advantage to establish sal 
aried offices with an employe in charge and 
who will deal directly with the brokers.” 

He showed that in Chicago about 4,000 per- 
sons are receiving commissions on fire insur- 
ance and the number of salaried offices of the 
companies is steadily increasing, while the 
number of agencies is steadily decreasing, by 
consolidations and otherwise. 

Without Brokers There Would Be No Salaried Offices. 


“Appearing before you, presenting the mat- 
ter from the companies’ standpoint, | think it 
may be truthfully stated that if there were no 
brokers_ there would be no salaried offices, 
and that both are an outgrowth of extravagant 
commissions, the companies endeavoring to 
hold down the cost of procuring the business 
to a reasonable figure, and finding they can 
best do this in the largest places by establish- 
ing their own offices and coming into direct 
competition with the agents in dealing with 
the brokers.” 

The speaker paid his respects to the Chi- 
cago Underwriters Association, “which dic- 
tates to the companies what compensation they 
shall pay to everyone connected with the busi- 
ress except the members of the association 
themselves. What would be thought of a 
trades union that would fix the wages the 
employer should pay to all those who were 
competing with its members?” 

Maximum Commissions He Would Recommend. 


Mr. McGregor recommended for the consid- 
eration of agents in the large cities the fol- 
lowing scale of maximum commissions: 
Graded, 15, 20 and 25 percent, or flat 15 per- 
cent, with 10 percent of the annual profits of 
the agency; brokerage to be 5 percent less 
than agents’ commissions. Under the contingent 
plan, the agent would get 15 percent on his 
personal business, 5 percent on that secured 
through brokers and 10 percent of profits on 
the entire business of the agency. 

“The legitimate agent would be better off 
under these conditions than he is to-day, the 
brokers to a considerable extent would go into 
other lines of business, the company office 
would have no need of existence and conse- 
quently would pass away, the business would 
be transacted at less expense, rates could be 
somewhat reduced, and the public would be 
in a more friendly attitude toward all those 
connected with the fire insurance business.” 


Co-operation in Rate-Making. 


In a paper entitled, “Shall Agents and Com- 
pamies Co-operate in the Making of Rates, or 
Shall This Be Solely a Prerogative of "the 
Company?” Donald Macpherson of Louisville 
took a position in favor of co-operation. 

The cost of insurance cannot, like that of 
merchandise, be computed in advance; so as 
readily to fix a selling price. The companies, 
which furnish the capital, pay the losses and 
expenses and have the experience, should have 
much to do with making the rates. There are, 
however, local conditions about which agents 
know more than home offices can possibly 
know, such as risks, persons, protection and 
competition. Especially in large cities, where 
the business of the regular companies is ex- 
posed to the competition of mutuals, individual 
underwriters, etc., which evade taxation and 
commissions which regular companies pay, and 
to the aggression of legal competition by mu- 
tuals and non-boarders and other irregulars, 
this knowledge should be very valuable. The 
boards of some cities have held more business 
for the stock companies against this competi- 
tion than have those of some other cities, and 
this is a very important matter to the com- 
panies. But no difference how vigilant the 
local agents are for the companies’ interests, 
if they have no authority they cannot do much. 


Agent Should Assist in Making Rates. 


The speaker holds that rules and generaliza- 
tions should have some elasticity to adjust 
themselves to varying conditions best known 
by the local agent, whose information and as- 
sistance would seem necessary to arrive at a 
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proper rate, the explanation and defense of 

which to his customer devolve upon him. 
Mr. Macpherson’s conclusions were as fol- 
lows: “Rates should be based upon the ex- 
perience of the companies, framed into classi- 
fications and schedules, and should be supple- 
mented by the knowledge and experience of 
agents and local board experts in their sev- 
eral localities, subject, of course, to the veto 
of the company.” : 
John F. Lyon’s Paper. 


John F. Lyon of Tacoma, Wash., read a 
paper, “Western Local Agents.” He referred 
to the development of the Pacific coast in its 
industries and said the risks were equal to 
those of the East. He told of the work of the 
Washington association, saying it had the con- 
fidence of the companies. The coast has to 
contend with low rates prevailing in the East 
and the assured knows the difference. The 
speaker said there was plenty of opportunity 
for missionary..work in the coast field, where 
there are no state organizations. There are 
all classes of agents on the coast, but those 
looking after the assured’s interests best get the 
business. He sees many opportunities for 
agents to improve themselves and hence in- 
crease the value of their service. 

**Casey’’ is Called For. 


After this report, President North started 
the roll call of States, but before any re- 
sponses had been made C. H. Woodworth of 
Buffalo moved tuat Thomas E. Gallagher, the 
new president of the Northwest Association, 
be invited to speak. The president appointed 
a committee “to bring Casey in,” and Mr. Gal- 
lagher made a few remarks, and told a story 
on his friend. 

Side Attractions of the First Day. 


As the St. Louis committee on arrange- 
ments, through Chairman John B. Goodall, 
had requested the delegates to accept the com- 
mittee’s hospitality, and as George D. Mark- 
ham had announced a recital on the great 
organ by the noted Parisian organist and 
composer, Gerilmant, the session adjourned for 
the day. After adjournment, state delegations 
met and named members of the resolutions 
and nominating committees. 

Convention Prospects Not Bright at First. 


After the first morning’s session there was 
fear, more or less prevalent, that, as a con- 
vention, this gathering would turn out some- 
thing of a failure. The registration will be 
large, but it was feared that the attractions 
of the fair would result in generally ragged 
attendance. There are no real headquarters. 
Many of the delegates are at the Inside Inn, 
but that does not bring them much closer to- 
gether than to be in St. Louis at different 
places. Some of those present think a mis- 
take was made in selecting St. Louis as the 
convention city. They point to the life un- 
derwriters, who met at: Indianapolis, did 
business and got done and then went on to 
the fair, and think they were wise. 

Ohio appeared at the first session with six- 
teen representatives—a full delegation, and 
six more, 

Such old warhorses as Woodworth of Buf- 
falo, “Lydia” Pinkham of Maine, Childrey of 
Norfolk, Va—smaller than he used to be— 
were present at the start. 

A-vote of thanks was due the St. Louis 
weather man the first day for the weather 
was ideal. 

Speculation as to Officers. 


For president, A. H. Robinson of Louis- 
ville is the likely man. A. P. Ross of Co- 
lumbus, Ohio, manager of the Ohio associa- 
tion, and H. H. Putnam of Boston, editor of 
the American Agency Bunetin, are being 
groomed for the secretaryship. Hot Springs, 
Ark., is after the convention for next year. 

Many Visitors Present. 

The second day’s session of the convention 
of Local Fire Insurance Agents was called 
to order about 10 o'clock Wednesday morn- 
ing. Those who had feared the Fair would 
be too strong a competing attraction were hap- 
pily mistaken, for the attendance was good. 
Scattered through the audience were many 
ladies. Among the men present, not local 
agents, were General Manager Alcock, of the 
Royal from London; George Wallace Law, 
manager of the Royal from Chicago; General 
Agent Gallagher, of the &tna; Assistant 
General Agent Boorn, of the Hartford; Man- 
ager Morgan, of the Ohio farm department 
of the Home; Henry Fowler, secretary of the 
Calumet of Chicago; Special Agent George 
kK. March, the Firemans Fund poet; H. E. 





‘Boning, Ohio state agent of the Milwaukee 
Mechanics. 

The address of welcome by ex-Governor 
Francis, which had been postponed to Wed- 
nesday, had to go over again to Thursday 
morning. The president appointed C-. é 
Woodworth of Buffalo, as chairman of the 
committee on resolutions, and L. W. Childrey 
of Norfolk, as chairman of. the committee on 
nominations. On motion of E. J. Tapping it 
was decided to have as members of.the com- 
mittee on resolutions all the officers and the 
committee chairmen, who made reports. 

Offered to President North. 

After adjournment the nomination commit- 
tee met and offered President North the com- 
pliment of a renomination. He declined this, 
so the committee decided to nominate for 
president, A. H. Robinson of Louisville, pres- 
ent first vice-president. The nomination of 
the officers was referred to a sub-committee of 
five, which is to report back to the full com- 
mittee to-morrow noon. ‘This is taken to 
mean that there is a difference of opinion over 
the secretaryship in the committee. Up to 
noon Wednesday two hundred and eighty-five 
persons have registered at the convention. 





MUST NOT ENFORCE ANY SEPARATION 


Commissioner Dearth of Minnesota Lays Down 
the Law to the Connecticut Fire 
on the Subject. 


Insurance Commissioner Dearth of Minne- 
sota has notified the Connecticut Fire Insur- 
ance Company that forced separation of union 
and non-union agencies is contrary to the Min- 
nesota_ statutes. Complaint had been filed 
with the insurance commissioner by George I. 
Gorham, general agent of the State of Penn- 
sylvania, stating that E, A. Davis, state agent 
of the Connecticut Fire, had requested the 
company’s local agent at Thief River Falls, 
Lars Backe, to give up the agency of the 
State of Pennsylvania or reurre as the agent 
for the Connecticut Fire. 

Mr. Dearth bases his decision on a ruling 
of the attorney-general of Minneosta on the 
legality of a resolution of the Western Union 
authorizing the members of the Union to pay 
extra compensation to agents who refuse to 
represent non-union companies. The attor- 
ney-general held that this was contrary to the 
Minnesota anti-trust law, since it operated to 
induce agents to surrender non-union agencies. 

Mr. Davis has written Mr, Dearth that he 
requested Mr. Backe to surrender his agency 
with the State of Pennsylvania, not because it 
is a non-union company, but because the Con-* 
necticut Fire did not wish its agent at that 
place to represent another company, union or 
non-union. Mr. Dearth says that this is a 
sufficient excuse, if borne out by the facts, 
but that there must be no forced separation 
on the ground that the companies represented 
are non-union. 





ROAD AGENT AT WORK IN THE WEST. 


Examiner Upton of the Kansas Insurance De- 
partment Is Paying His Respects to 
Various Companies. 


Considerable comment is being made on the 
operations of Examiner Upton of the Kansas 
insurance department, who seems to be raiding 
the country making examinations much after 
the style of the former Kansas superintendent, 
Webb MecNall. Mr. Upton is now examining 
the American Central Life of Indianapolis. 
He has paid his respects to the Fidelity Mu- 
tual Life of Philadelphia, the Missouri State 
Life of St. Louis and other companies. It is 
stated he is heading toward Chicago. 





H. R. Wilson of Chicago, former special 
agent of the Milwaukee Fire for the large 
cities, has entered the firm of Shipman & 
Wayne of Chicago. This agency will open a 
surplus line department. representing the Ca- 
nadian Fire Underwriters exclusively in Cook 
county. 





The criminal charge of grand larceny pre- 
ferred by Charles F. Mitchell, eastern man- 
ager of the Star Fire [nsurance Company, 
against Charles E. Ring, has been dismissed 
on its merits. 


ton & Clark where it now stands. 





BOARD HELD TO BE ILLEGAL. 


IMPORTANT DECISION FROM TOLEDO. 


Court Holds That the Agreement Among Local 
Agents Is Null and in Violation 
of the Law. 


Insurance men all over the country are in- 
terested in the decision handed doyn by Judge 
Barber of the common pleas court at Toledo, 
Ohio, refusing to reinstate the firm of Holton 
& Clark in the Toledo board. Charges were 
filed against this firm and they were dismissed 
when they refused to pay the fine. One of the 
members of the firm is president of the board. 
They sought to have the board enjoined from 
declaring non-intercourse and sought to be 
reinstated. 

Board Declared to Be Illegal. 


The court holds that the board is an illegal 
organization and declares that the agreement 
among the members is null and void. The 
loledo.board is not incorporated, but its mem- 
bers compose almost all the fire insurance 
agents of the city. 

The court holds that inasmuch as this is 
an illegal body it must leave the firm of Hol- 
1 Under- 
writers regard the decision as one of the most 
dangerous ever given and it will be carried if 
necessary to the highest court. 

Decision Given in Full. 


The following is the text of the decision: 

“The court is not prepared to adopt the 
proposition maintained by counsel for defend- 
ant that the plaintiff has no case whether the 
defendant association be a lawful, or unlawful 
combination. Whether or not the defendant 
is a lawful combination will therefore first. be 
considered. 

“The defendant, the Toledo Fire Under- 
writers Association, is an unincorporated 
body, and is composed of a large number of 
the reputable insurance agents of Toledo, Ohio. 


Purpose and Object of the Board. 


“The purpose and object of the association 
are nowhere stated in the petition. Neither 
are they anywhere stated in the compact, which 
is in evidence and under which the members 
are bound togetHer. Nowhere in the numerous 
by-laws of the association, all of which-are in 
evidence, is the purpose or object of the or- 
ganization stated. It was frankly stated by 
counsel for defendant at this hearing that its 
manifest and only object was to maintain uni- 
form rates of insurance in the city of Toledo, 
which it was claimed it had a right to do. 
And, from a reading of the compact, no other 
purpose is perceived by the court except the 
maintaining of rates. The first obligation of 
the compact is an agreement not to write, or 
permit to be written, any policy*in- insurance 
at a rate less than that authorized by the asso- 
ciation. The by-laws of the organization dis- 
close nothing except a determined purpose to 
enforce the agreed rates of insurance, and to 
prevent rebates which is incidental to the main- 
tenance of rates. 

To Prevent Competition. 


“There is nothing whatever in compact or 
by-laws indicating any other purpose of or- 
ganization except a few lines in the by-laws 
upon the uniformity of policies, which is also 
sought by the association. 

_ “Certainly the cardinal object of organiza- 
tion, if not, as conceded by its attorney, the 
only object, is to prevent competition in rates. 
I do not understand that this is seriously con- 
troverted by counsel for plaintiffs. 

“Adopting the conclusion, therefore, which 
it seems the court is compelled to adopt, that 
the manifest object of the combination is to 
maintain rates, and to eliminate wholly com- 
petition in insurance within the city of Toledo. 
the court holds that the whole scheme and 
object of defendant is contrary to public policy 
and unlawful, and the compact between the 
members thereof null and void. This conclu- 
sion is certainly well grounded upon the estab- 
lished principles of law. It seems to be just 
as surely grounded upon the decided weight 
of authorities. But one case is cited against 


it. That is a well considered case in Texas, 
86 Texas, 250. 

“That is an insurance combination case, and 
according to the doctrine of that case the com- 
pact of defendant is not illegal. 

“But in view of the array of contrary de- 
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cisions, and in the light of many decisions 
upon this subject in Ohio, this court would 
not adopt the doctrine of the Texas case. In 
many decisions compacts like defendant's have 
been held to be illegal. Such decisions have 
not been confined to agreements made by com- 
mon carriers, and by dealers in prime com- 
modities and staples of trade. 
Opinions of the Courts. 

“So far as I can find, outside of the Texas 
case, the courts are practically unanimous in 
holding that contracts, combinations or asso- 
ciations, in whatever form or name, are con- 
trary to public policy, and void, where they 
tend to impair competition to the detriment 
of the public. The courts will not stop to 
inquire into the degree of injury to the public, 
nor the extent to which prices are enhanced. 
It is sufficient if the natural tendency of these 
combinations and contracts is to enhance the 
prices to the injury of the public. 

Cases Are Cited 

“In More v. Bennett, 140 II. 69, an associa- 
tion of stenographers in Chicago, whose object 
was to fix rates among its members, was de- 
clared illegal, and their contract of combina- 
tion held void. 

“In 161 Penn. State 473, the brewers of Phil- 
adelphia made a compact to control the sale 
and price of beer within Philadelphia, and 
their agreement was held void. 

“The same doctrine has been applied without 
question in numerous cases to varied employ- 
ments; to attorneys at law, to physicians, to 
plumbers, to horseshoers and to merchants, and 
shopkeepers of every character. In all cases 
the test question has always been whether or 
not the contract, or combination, tended to im- 
pair competition and enhance rates and prices. 
In no case other than the Texas case that has 
been cited or found has the distinction been 
made that is made in the Texas case. After 
full consideration I am unable to perceive any 
difference in principle between a combination 
of underwriters and a like combination of any 
class of men. 

Compact Held Unlawfel. 


“There is little room for doubt that in the 
courts of this State, if not in most of the States 
at the present day, this compact would be held 
unlawful. 

“Tf this conclusion is correct, the argument 
of counsel for the defendant is unanswerable, 
that the plaintiffs cannot come into a court of 
equity for relief of any kind without disaf- 
firming the illegal agreement, and repudiating 
the whole scheme. 

“In this case plaintiffs do not do this. They 
are among the chief promoters of this unlawful 
scheme, and one of them is president of the 
association. Though among the chicf offenders, 
they ask the court to indorse the scheme, to 
declare one of their by-laws illegal and to 
restrain the defendant from expelling them for 
violation of said by-law. No sound reason can 
be given for such a prayer to a court of equity. 
Furthermore, no precedent can be found where 
a court of equity has ever granted such a 
prayer. 

Cases Do Not Apply. 

“The cases cited by counsel for plaintiffs 
do not apply to a case where the agreement 
between the members of an association is null 
and void. 

“In the first case cited, 1 Ohio, N. P. 423, 
the Association of Master Horseshoers was a 
legally incorporated company under the laws 
of Ohio. The purpose and object of the cor- 
poration were laudable and stated in its charter. 

“Contrary to its charter and contrary to law, 
the association fixed a uniform rate for horse- 
shoeing, and by appropriate resolutions and by- 
laws’ sought to enforce it. It was held this 
could not be done. 

“The Tennessee case is quite similar. The 
plumbers had bound themselves together and 
hecome incorporated. The corporation was 
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lawful, but it undertook to make and enforce 
an unlawful by-law, preventing competition. 

“In a very able opinion, the Supreme Court 
of Tennessee held that their by-law was unlaw- 
ful and beyond the limit of powers enumerated 
in its charter, and wholly void. The associa- 
tion was operative, but the by-law inoperative. 

“T cite the opinion of the court in this case 
(52 S. W. Rep. 853) as an excellent argument 
against the conclusion of the Supreme court 
of Texas supra. I also cite upon the same 
subject 35 O. S. 666. 

Louisville Case Is Given. 

“Likewise, in the Kentucky case, 91 Ky. 
333, the unincorporated organization, the Lou- 
isville Board of Underwriters, begun its ex- 
istence in 1854 for purposes which are assumed 
to be lawful, and it was not until 1888 that the 
obnoxious and illegal by-laws were passed, un- 
der the guise of producing harmony in the 
business organization. Relief was granted 
upon the principle that a legal organization 
cannot be allowed to pass and enforce by-laws 
that are contrary to public policy and null and 
void. 

“Once granted that the defendant is a law- 
ful combination, there would arise the question 
which was discussed at length by both counsel 
and involved in these and other authorities. 

t would be useless for this court to consider 
this question. 
Firm Left Where It Is Found. 

“The court must leave these parties where 
it finds them. It is not to be inferred from 
this discussion that either the plaintiffs or mem- 
bers of the defendant are violating any of the 
criminal laws of the State. The contrary is 
true. There is no statute forbidding their acts. 
Their compact is null and void under the law, 
and the courts will in no manner lend their 
aid to carry it out. The plaintiffs are not de- 
nied relief out of consideration of any defense 
made by the defendant. It is because a court 
of equity can by refusing relief best carry out 
the policy of the law which requires the dis- 
solution of illegal combinations. 

“Although this case was heard upon moticn 
to dissolve the temporary injunction heretofore 
granted, the. decision goes to the merits of the 
action. 

“A final decree might as well be entered 
and petition dismissed with notice of appeal. 
Bond $100. 

“No entry will be made until both parties 
are present, and the injunction will remain 
effective until entry.” 

May Be Settied Amicably. 

It is stated from Toledo that the Toledo 
Board was not on trial, and the opinion of 
one judge carries but little weight. No action 
has been taken by the board, but it is thought 
Holton & Clark will be reinstated in order to 
forestall complications. 
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WANTED-—Situation as special agent of a 
reputable fire insurance company by a young 
local agent with brains and ambition. Corre- 
spondence solicited. Address Special, Tr, 
care THE. WESTERN UNDERWRITER, 164 La 
Salle street, Chicago. 





WANTED—Position by a young man in a 
local insurance office or general agency; 16 
years’. experience. Fully conversant with all 
details of same. Good accountant and a 
hustler. Best of reference. Location no ob- 
ject. Address B 2, care The Western Under- 
writer, Johnston Bldg., Cincinnati, O. 





INSURANCE BROKERS.—An old estab- 
lished firm in Chicago is desirous of buying up 
the business, large or small, of brokers con- 
templating retiring; communications confiden- 
tial. BROKERS, 3, care The Western Under- 
writer, 164 La Salle street, Chicago. 





WANTED—A position in general or local 
fire office on reasonable salary, by competent 
inspector and underwriter of experience, now 
employed. Reasons for desiring to leave given 
in confidence. R 1, care The Western Under- 
writer, 164 La Salle street, Chicago. 





AS SEEN FROM GHIGAGO. 


TO LAUNCH THE CALUMET. 

Henry Fowler, secretary and manager of 
the Calumet Insurance Company of Illinois, 
has opened headquarters in the Association 
building in Chicago, and will give his atten- 
tion now to completing the organization of 
the company and will be ready for business 
in January. Mr. Fowler announces that a ma- 
jority of the stock has been taken and the 
books will be legally opened on November 15. 
For three years the Calumet will confine its 
operations to Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, Michi- 








gan, Wisconsin, Minnesota, lowa, Missouri 
and New York. It will enter the Western 
Union. 


_At the October meeting of the New York 
State Board Mr. Fowler was elected an hon 
orary member and was presented with a 
souvenir in burnt wood, bound in Russia 
leather, on which was inscribed, “The Indian 
with his pipe of peace is fast passing away 
but the Calumet with its peace of pipe we 
know has come to stay.” Mr. Fowler on re- 
tiring from the position as state agent of the 
Home in New York issued the following cir 
cular: 

“You are probably aware I shall soon leave 
this field, to accept an office position with a 
new company (now being organized) in the 
western States; headquarters Chicago. In 
severing my official relation with the com 
pany and yourselves, I want you to know how 
thoroughly | have enjoyed the year past, and 
how much I appreciate the hearty support you 
have always given the Home’s interest here 

“In my judgment, there exists no more 
skilfully managed corporation than the Home 
whether considered as a financial institution, 
or fire underwriting organization: for fairness. 
promptness and excellence of service in all of 
its departments it cannot be surpassed. 

My successors, as advised by the company 
will be Frank E. Burke of Rochester and 
Henry L. Morgan of Syracuse. As both are 
already known by so many of you, introduc- 
tion is unnecessary. They are gentlemen of 
fine sensibilities, high capabilities, and will be 
found agreeable and helpful associates. I am 
confident you will be pleased to give them the 
same generous co-operation you have so cheer- 
fully extended to me—no one could ask for 
more, 

++ ++ 
TO TAKE UP SPRINKLED RISKS. 

lhe Chicago Underwriters Association now 
has a committee of fifteen, which will take up 
the subject of sprinkled risks and rates in that 
city and recommend a plan whereby competi- 
tion can be effectually met, The different 
plans proposed have not met with unanimous 
approval and it is thought that some measure 
can be adopted to which all will agree. There 
are at present 365 sprinkled risks in Cook 
ccunty. Sixty-four of these are in non-board 
companies and eight are subject to competitive 
rates. 

++ ++ 
UNION COMMITTEES ARE NAMED. 


On Saturday the new committees of the 
Union were announced by President Cofran. 
rhe only change in the governing committee 
is the substitution of the name of F. C. Bus- 
well, vice-president of the Home, for that of 
Mr. Cofran. J. S. Belden, of Belden & Bush, 
western managers of the Fire Association, be- 
comes chairman of the governing committee, 
and M. F. Driscoll, western manager of the 
Phoenix of London, becomes vice-chairman. 
lhe committees are as follows, the first named 
being chairman: 

Governing—Belden & Bush, Fire Association : 
I. F. Driscoll, Phoenix of England; Keeler & 
Gallagher, tna; Law Bros., Royal: G. H. Lermit, 
Northern; J. F. Downing, North America: A. J. 
Harding, Springfield; Fred 8S. James, National: 
J. H. Lenehan, Phenix: W. 8. Warren, Liverpool 
& London & Globe: F. C. Buswell, Home. 


Large Cities—W. J. Littlejohn, North British: 
George T. Cram, American Central; J. M. DeCamp, 


Liverpool & London & Globe; Fred 8S. James, 
National: Law Bros., Royal; J. H. Lenehan, 
Phenix; F. C. Buswell, Home. 

Non-concurrent Policies—T,. W. Eustis, Atlas, 


chairman; R. B. Beath, 
Case, London; J. F. 
S. Y. Tupper, Queen. 

Fire Protection Engineering—Il. C. Eddy, Com- 
mercial Union, chairman: C. H. Barry, Pennsyl- 
vania: Belden & Bush, Fire Association; A, J. 
Harding, Springfield; J. M. Neuburger, Atlas; 
S. A. Rothermel, Traders. 

Conference—Law Bros., Royal, chairman; C. L. 


United Firemens: C. L. 
Downing, North America; 
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Andrews, Detroit; J. A. Ralaee. Aachen & Munich; 
H. T. Lameéy, Western & British America. 
Grievance—P, D. McGregor, Queen, chairman ; 
Lovejoy & Spear, Phoenix of Hartford; W. . 
Sage, German American; T. W. Eustis, Atlas ; 
A. and J. H. Stoddart, New York Underwriters. 

Bulletin—I. 8S. Blackwelder, Niagara, chairman ; 
Cc. W. Higley, Hanover; Marshall & McElhone, 
Firemans Fund; H. N. Kelsey, Sun; F. H. Whit- 
ney, Michigan. 

Membership—Witkowsky & Affeid, Hamburg-Bre- 
men. chairman; Martin Collins, Fire Association ; 
C. E. Dox, London & Lancashire; J. M. Hare, 
Norwich Union; G. W. Hayes, Western & British 
America; B. G. Stark, Caledonian; A. G. Lang- 
ham, Star. 

Arbitration—-C, H. Barry, Pennsylvania, chair- 
man; I. 8. Blackwelder, Niagara; J. M. DeCamp, 
Liverpool & London & Globe: J. M. Hare, Nor- 
wich Union; S. A. Rothermel, Traders. 


++ ++ 
PLEASED WITH CAMPION APPOINTMENT. 

Chicago underwriters are much pleased over 
the appointment of John Campion as fire chief 
of the city. The retirement of Chief Musham 
brings general satisfaction to the agents, be- 
cause they did not believe that Musham was a 
fit man for the place. He was a heroic fire 
fighter, but did not possess those qualities 
which enabled him to meet men with any 
sort of courtesy. He has antagonized insur- 
ance interests and has refused to have any- 
thing to do with the underwriters. Previous 
to his retirement Chief Musham did consider- 
able talking to the newspapers, claiming he 
was going to file a $50,000 damage suit against 
President Teall, of the Chicago Underwriters 
Association, for alleged slander, and also 
claimed that the sprinkler companies had 
checked the movement for the high pressure 
system in Chicago. Musham went out with a 
roar. Chief Campion has assured under- 
writers of his desire to co-operate with them 
in any way that will increase the fire protection 
for the city. 

++ ++ 
EMPLOYES GIVEN PRIVILEGES. 

The committee on fire protection engineet- 
ing of the Union announces to the companies 
that it will allow anv employe of a gen- 
eral agency permission to spend a week or 
more in the laboratories, assisting in the ex- 
periments and getting an idea of the work 
done. This privilege will no doubt be taken 
advantage of by many daily report examiners 
and others. 

++ ++ 
NEW SCHEDULES ARE ISSUED. 

Revised schedules have just been issued for 
street car barns and repair shops, and electric 
light and power stations, these schedules ap- 
plying to all States where the coinsurance or 
reduced rate clause is allowed. In each 
schedule the basis rate is increased, as are 
also the deficiency charges and an increased 
percentage of reduction for the use of coin- 
surance. 

++ ++ 
OUTSIDERS MAY GET REPORTS. 

A number of companies that are not mem- 
hers of the National Board, having signified 
a desire to have the reports on the investiga- 
tion of the conflagration hazard, the commit- 
tee of twenty has decided to furnish this in- 
formation at the same cost as is assessed 
against the companies which are members of 
the board. 

++ a+ 
REINSURANCE FACILITIES NEEDED. 

The need of reinsurance facilities is becom- 
ing more apparent, owing to the increasing 
demands of agents for more liberal authoriza- 
tions and those companies having liberal rein- 
surance contracts are reaping the benefit of 
their accommodation to agents, by securing 
an increased volume of preferred business. 
The average country agent favors the company 
that favors him, and when it is in the power 
of a company to take on a double line, by 
means of reinsurance, it naturally follows that 
the local agent so assisted will have a warm 
feeling for that company and will not fail to 
throw the bulk of his preferred business that 
way. 





The Fort Schuyler Fire Insurance Com- 
nany of Utica, N. Y.. is being organized with 
$200,000 capital and $100,000 surplus. 


P. J. Halla is elected secretarv of the Pro- 
tection and Mill Owners Mutuals of Chicago: 
succeeding Robert Jardine, who is in a bad 
state of health. 





OHIO AND WEST VIRGINIA. 


GRAFTON AGENTS’ VIGOROUS PROTEST 





Local ‘Board Adopts Strong Resolutions Con- 
cerning Action of Incorporated Agency 
and ‘Asks for Relief. 


There is trouble in plenty on hand in Graf- 
ton, W. Va., over the action of the Holt, 
Monroe & Love agency in incorporating and 
selling stock to business men at a discount. 
At a meeting of the Grafton Board of Un- 
derwriters, held on September 26, the fol- 
lowing resolutions were adopted and sent out 
over the signatures of William Wilcoxen, 
Clyde A. Cole, John A. Luttrell, W. B. Rector, 
Samuel Musgrove, G. W. Brown, Eugene 
Sommerville and S. H. Sommerville. 

Whereas, The agency of Holt, Monroe & 
Love has formed what is known as the “Co- 
operators Insurance and Real Estate Com- 
pany” and incorporated the same under the 
laws of the State of West Virginia; and 

Whereas, Said company is offering for sale 
and is selling the stock of said incorporation 
to merchants and other policyholders of the 
city of Grafton upon the following conditions, 
that is to say, a discount of 15 percent is 
given to each stockholder of a share of stock 
of the par value of $100 upon $5,000 worth 
of insurance, and that each stockholder is 
entitled to take out as many as three shares 
of stock upon that basis, thus permitting an 
insurer to receive the benefit of a cut of 15 
percent upon the board rate for insurance 
upon $15,000 worth of insurance; now, there- 
fore, be it 

Resolved, By the Grafton Board of Under- 
writers that we condemn the above practice 
as an indirect “cut” and an evasion of section 
4 of the by-laws of this board; that we con- 
strue such system of writing insurance as a 
violation of sections 4 and 9g of said by-laws, 
which read as follows: “Any member of this 
board who shall take or receive, directly or 
indirectly, any risk at a less rate than adopted 
by this board, or shall rebate or offer to re- 
bate any part of the commissions with the 
assured, his agent, employer or broker, or 
any other person in any manner, directly or 
indirectly, not a party to this agreement, shall 
on conviction thereof be fined according to 
the agreement entered into with the West 
Virginia Underwriters Association.” 

We ask at the hands of the State Board of 
Underwriters relief from the bad condition 
brought about by the action of the Co-Oper- 
ative Insurance Company of Grafton, and that 
the same may be fully investigated by said 
State Board of Underwriters. 

Resolved, further, That we condemn the 
action of the Co-operators Insurance Company 
for their failure to report all their one 
through the stamping secretary; that by rea- 
son of this bad practice an opportunity is 
afforded to cut rates; that we hold the present 
bad condition of affairs to be due to the 
fact that some large companies, among which 
may be mentioned the Home of New York 
and the Germania of New York, do not report 
through the stamping secretary. 

In view of these premises, we most earnestly 
request the State Board of Underwriters to 
take up this matter at its earliest convenience 
and give such relief as in its judgment seems 
proper. 





COMPLAIN OF COMPETITION. 

At London, Ohio, the agents are complain- 
ing of competition in connection with tornado 
insurance on farm property. It is alleged 
that some companies are writing farm risks 
at the town rate of 40 cents for three years, 
as against the correct rate of 75 cents for that 
term. 

++ ++ 
OHIO AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 

Assurance Co. of America—Barker, Frost, Chap- 
man & Wall, Toledo. 

American Central—Le Roy Reid, Chillicothe. 

Commercial Union, Eng—Wm. H. Stephens, 
Lima. 

Continental—A,. A. De Roche, New Washington. 

Federal, N. J.-E. P. Lenihan, Cleveland. 

German, Pa.—Wm. H. Bailey. Akron: Sedgewick 
Bros., Martin's Ferry ; Mildred Todhunter, Middle- 
town. 

Girard—Walter F. Rawdon, Geneva 

German, W. Va.—Geo. H. Scheetz, Bridgeport. 

Hanover—Otto G. Briggs, Marion. 





& L. & G.—Edwin W. Marvin, Ravenna. 

Mettonhifee Ww Dz. McIntire, Sprtapteld ; 
Carl Kleve & Co., Cincinnati; Samuel Cosner, 
Zanesville; I. Leibman, Hamilton ; Pepple, obeeyd 
& Co., Toledo ; Hoffmaster & Beard, Youngstown 
w. c! Frank, Canton. 

North German—Geo. R. McConnell, Troy; the 
People’s Insurance Agency, Sidney; Russell D. 
Canary & Co., Bowling Green. 

North B. & M.—Geo. L. Buell, Lorain. 

North America—Carl H. Curtiss, Kent; R. V. & 
R. K. Shirey, Custar. 

Northern, Eng.—Barker, Frost, Chapman & 
Wall, Toledo. 

Philadelphia Underwriters—Clark & Pike, Wil- 
loughby ; Albright & Hammond, Sebring; the Hol- 
linger Company, Barberton. 

Pennsylvania—Hiram W. Fobes, Oberlin; Carl 
H. Curtiss, Kent; Edwin W. Marvin, Ravenna; 
Jacob L. Hart, Gibsonburg ; Emory A. Prior, Cuya- 
hoga Falls. 

Royal Exchange—C. F. Wall, Toledo. 

Star—Rebe FE. Heatley & George A. Heatley, De- 
fiance; R. B. Crawford Jr., Massillon; Whittlesey 
Adams, Warren; A. B. Maurer, Greenville ; Chas. 
McGregor, Wellsville ; H. D. Putney, Conneaut. 

Security, {d.—James H. Brock, Columbus ; 
Glen I. Wallace, Lima; Arnold & Hossenier, Wa- 
pakoneta; Abram L. Lessner, Springfield; Arthur 
E. Eoff, Findlay: Geo. R. McConnell, Troy; the 
People’s Insurance Agency, Sidney; Purmort 
Bros., Van Wert; Russell D. Canary & Co., Bow!l- 
ing Green. 

United Firemerns—Barker, Frost, Chapman & 
Wall, Toledo. 

Union, Eng.—Fred P. Thomas & Co., Cleveland; 
Barker, Frost, Chapman & Wall, Toledo. 

W’msburg City—Sam M. Johnson, Portsmouth. 

American, Mass.—J. O. Ohler, Lima ; Robert K. 
Crawford, Akron. 

Agricultural—Thomas J. Kenney, Ironton. 

Buffalo German—Cora B. Virden, Marion. 

Commerce—Thomas J. Egle, Toledo. 

Equitable F. & M.—Hecklinger & Co., Warren; 
Edmund G. Dempster, Lima. 

German, I1l—George H. Scheetz, Bridgeport. 

German, W. Va.—Cora B. Virden, Marion. 

Germania—Frank W. Reiter, Napoleon; John B. 
Maurer, Mendon. 

German Alliance—Barker, Frost, Chapman & 
Wall, Toledo. 

North America—Barker, Frost, 
Wall, Toledo. 

Michigan F. & M.—The Brown Underwriting 
Company, Zanesville. 

National, Conn.—W. H. Rannells, Wilmington; 
Geo. W. Thrush, Canal Winchester; Barker. Frost, 
Chapman & Wall, Toledo: Elmer K. Tranger, 
Plymouth; E. W. Dean, Lowell; John F. Hamilton, 
Marietta. 

Northwestern National—Henry C. Settlage, Wa- 
pakoneta. 

Providence-Washington—Geo. W. Thrush, Canal 
Winchester. 

Queen—C. E. Greenamyer, Leetonia: George G. 
Jennings, Woodsfield: Edwin W. Marvin, Ra- 
venna; C. J. Tomlinson, Chillicothe. 

Royal—J. B. Wilson, Zanesville. 

Scottish Union & National, Scotland—Fred A. 
Williams, Ashtabula; Geo. E. Robishaw, Welling- 
ton. 

Sea, Eng.—Barker, Frost, Chapman & Wall, 
Toledo. 

United Firemens—Frank Hoffman Shoenberger, 
Portsmouth. 


Chapman & 


++ ++ 
SPECIAL AGENT LYMAN RESIGNS. 

W. C. Lyman of Columbus, special agent of 
the Royal, has resigned, going with the Ger- 
mania’s western department as examiner. Mr. 
Lyman has been at the western department 
office during the vacation season, filling his 
former position as examiner. 

++ 


WENT TO THE MUTUALS. 

On the 18th inst. the large sprinkled tobacco 
factory of Bloch Bros. Tobacco Company, 
Wheeling, W. Va., went into the maw of 
mutual companies, much to the chagrin of 
local agents, the competitive rate of 40 cents 
made by the West Virginia Inspection Bureau 
failing to hold tne line. 

++ ++ 
SATISFACTORY CONDITIONS AT SPRINGFIELD. 

With the exception of the occasional rebat- 
ing of a policy fee or part of a commission, 
conditions in Clark county are very satisfac- 
tory. The secretary of the board, together 
with the Ohio Inspection Bureau and several 
agents, has given much attention to getting risks 
improved and rates reduced. The result has 
been gratifying. At least thirty of the larger 
factories have made improvements and some 
work of the same kind has been done to mer- 
cantiles. The resulting reduction in rates and 
demonstration to citizens that their rates depend 
upon the hazard has made-property owners look 
with considerable favor on schedule rates, and 
the complaints heard some time ago have 
largely passed. 

++ te 

F MUST HAVE CHIMNEYS FOR NATURAL GAS. 

Fire Chief Wallace of Cleveland states that 
those who use natural gas for heating pur- 
poses will be compelled to use chimneys to 
carry off the fumes instead of iron pipes, such 
as are used with artificial gas grates. The in- 
tense heat of natural gas often causes these 





October 20, 1904. 


THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER. 


1! 








pipes to become red hot and the woodwork 
with which they come in contact may thus 
become ignited. For years it has been the 
custom to place thin pipes in the wall to 
carry off fumes from artificial gas stoves and 
grates and no serious fires have been caused. 

Chief Wallace made a careful investigation 
of the fire that damaged the residence of 
Arthur W. Brown. on Euclid avenue and 
found that it originated.in this way. Under- 
writers and others probably have not given 
thought to,the practice of using these pipes 
with natural gas, but houses that have them 
are often fitted with natural gas and the same 
plumbing is used, so that the consumers do not 
pay much attention to it. 

++ a+ 
DAYTON WANTS BETTER WATERWORKS. 


The city council and the board of public 
service of Dayton are considering plans for 
improving the water supply of that city. The 
present pumping and distribution system is in- 
sufficient to supply the hilltops and the out- 
skirts and considerable sections of the city 
are without adequate protection. 





POINT RAISED OVER GENERAL FORM. 


Cincinnati Local Agents Are Engaged in an 
Argument Over the Interpretation of 
the Words “ Pro Rata.” 


Quite an argument has recently arisen 
among: Cincinnati local agents over the proper 
construction of two different forms. In writ- 
ing a general form it is customary, as all 
agents know, to place before each item the full 
amount of insurance desired on that item, and 
to place a clause at the top stating “this policy 
covers pro rata of the following amounts.” 
lhis has always been supposed to distribute 
the insurance proportionately over each item. 
Thus if a form, with this clause, covered 
$10,000 on four items of $2,500 each, the ac- 
cepted rule has been that each $1,000 covered 
$250 on each item just as clearly as though it 
had been written that way in the form. Re- 
cently it has been claimed, however, that this 
‘pro rata” refers to the amount of insurance 
carried, and not to the distribution over the 
different items. In other words,-it is claimed 
that under a form like the foregoing, with 
$10,000 insurance called for and only $5,000 
carried, each $1,0c0 would cover one-fifth of 
the amount set before each item. Under this 
interpret tation, if a loss occurred with only 
$5,000 insurance, the companies would be liable 
for the full $2,500 on any one item, if the loss 
amounted to that much. It is not claimed that 
a company could be called upon to pay more 
than the face of the policy, but that no matter 
how little insurance was carried, all the 
policies would contribute on each item up to 
the amount set out in the form. 

The matter rests on a question of the literal 
meaning of the “Philadelphia” clause. Ii 
there is anything in the new theory it seems 
odd that the point is not raised w vhenever a 
" licyholder suffers from the insurance on an 

tem being exhausted. No other interpreta- 
tion than the one commonly accepted has ever 
een adopted in the apportionment of a loss, 
ut usage probably would have no weight if 
the accepted interpretation is not literally cor- 
rect. 

One test that has not been referred to by 
the exponents of the new theory is the case 
vhere a man carries more insurance than is 

alled for by the form. If a form covers $10,- 
coo on four items of $2,500 each, and the in- 

ired carries $20,000 insurance, there is not a 
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court in the country that would limit his re- 
covery to $2,500 on each item. 

The “Philadelphia” clause commonly used 
is somewhat longer than the one used in Cin- 
cinnati, the usual form being as _ follows: 
“This policy being for $...., covers pro rata 
of each of the following amounts.” The ad- 
ditional words, however, do not make the 
meaning clearer except, perhaps, by suggesting 
the way in which the clause is to be under- 
stood. 





OHIO AND WEST VIRGINIA NOTES. 


A new tariff is out for Beach City, O. 


Knox & Rifle of Marietta have 
partnership. 


Edward Purpus, a well-known agent of New 
Bremen, died suddenly in Covington, Ky., on 
October 9. 

Rules for the government of West. Vir- 
ginia stamping clerks have just been issued 
by the bureau. 

Rate troubles are reported from Weston and 
Secretary Ross is endeavoring to bring the 
agents into line. 

Only seven agencies in Ohio have so far 
taken out surplus line licenses under the law 
passed last spring. 

Claim is made that some of the agents at 
Frazeysburg. O., are not living up to the Au- 
gust, 1904, Sellers estimates. 

J. L. Gault, local agent at New Concord, O., 
who has been ill for the past six months, is 
again able to attend to his business. 


A plan to get reports of fires more promptly 
and accurately is being formulated by the state 
fire marshal and will be put into action soon. 


The tipples of the Amsterdam Coal Com- 
pany and the Eastern Ohio Coal Company, 
located in Jefferson county, Ohio, have just 
been rerated. 

At Baltimore, Ohio, the Twin City paper 
mill has shut down with no immediate pros- 
pect of a resumption of operations, and the 
companies are retiring from the risk. 


Thomas Egle has purchased the fire insur- 
ance business of James A. Dailey at Toledo 
and added it to his own. Mr. Dailey will 
continue his life and casualty business. 

Deputv Fire Marshal Garrett Fox has re- 
turned from Springfield, where he assisted in 
the conviction of Moad Bailey. who was 
charged with burning the barn of Ed. Linn, on 
August 23. 

Comey & Johnson’s sprinkled hat factory, 
Cleveland, O., has been reinspected by the 
Cleveland Insnection Bureau and found in 
good shane. A new 15,000-gallon tank is be- 
ing placed jn position. 

Tohn H. Bolton, one of the local agents 
of Findlay, is dead. He was stricken with 
paralysis over a vear ago and had been al- 
most incapacitated for business since then. 
He was a prominent G. A. R. man. 

The Tuttle-Warn Company has purchased 
the insurance business of E. G. Huntington 
at Painesville, Ohio. Both were non-union 
agencies, and the purchasers get six addi- 
tional companies through this purchase. 

The Hollinger Companv has been incorpo- 
rated for $10,000. and will onerate an insur- 
ance agency at Barberton. H. M. Hollinger 
is president: C. A. Brouse, vice-president, and 
Walter C. Hollinger, secretary and treasurer. 

At Wellston, O., the W. L. Evans agency, 
having resigned the agency of the Germania 
and Continental. companies represented by 
Mr. Evans. have been granted relief as to com- 
petition with the two companies above named. 

The Ohio Inspection Bureau is arranging to 
put an expert electrician in the field, to look 
after the wiring in new buildings. This is an 
arrangement which meets the hearty approval 
of contractors, who agree to report all new 
buildings to the bureau. 

Fire Marshal Davis has been advised that 
Constable Jacob Baker of West Bank, near 
Cleveland, has been arrested on the charge of 
firing the tavern of George Teare, against 
whom Baker is said to have a grudge, on ac- 
count of a practical joke. 

The supply of water in Wheeling has 
reached a stage where the city water board 
has been forced to resign. The business men 
cite the fire hazard and increased insurance 
rate. The National board wants a new reser- 
voir supply line, which has already been con- 
tracted for. 


dissolved 





WEEK'S NEWS IN. INDIANA. 


INDIANAPOLIS IS GETTING VERY BUSY. 








Steps Being Taken to Decrease the Fire Hazard 
on Account of the Increase 
in Rates. 


As a result of the action of the insurance 
companies in notifying Indianapolis of a 10 to 
2U percent increase in rates on account of cer- 
tain deficiencies, the city authorities are getting 
busy. It has been agreed to hold weekly meet- 
ings with the water company until all causes 
for complaint against the water 
abandoned. 
mains to 


system are 

There are dead ends to get rid of, 
be extended, large pipes to feed 
smaller ones, rather than the reverse, as is 
the case in some parts of the city, etc. At the 
first meeting, Monday last, the chief thing un- 
der discussion was the ! laying of a new 30 or 
36 inch main, direct from the pumping station 
to the business part of the city. The water 
company said this would mean a large expense 
and that the main would have to be made to 
order, requiring much time. 

Fire Chief Coots of Indianapolis will en- 
deavor to get an appropriation for the cost of 
a 100-foot frame tower, equipped with win- 
dows, doors, stairways, etc., for the firemen to 
practice on with scaling ladders, life-saving 
nets, dragging hose up, etc. He says expert- 
ness with all these and in other essential things 
would favorably impress insurance companies 
and be helpful to the city in controversies over 
rates. 

The Commercial club appointed three of the 
leading citizens of Indianapolis to draw up a 
strong protest against the proposed increase in 
fire insurance rates and present the same to 
-~ companies, through Inspector T. M. Good- 
oe. 





NEW INDIANAPOLIS BUILDING Law. 

The Indianapolis city council has unani- 
mously passed an amendment to the building 
ordinance which prohibits the replacing of 
frame buildings in the mile square that con- 
stitutes the business portion of the city, after 
they are damaged to the extend of 60 per cent 
of their value by fire. It also provides that 
no frame building in this territory shall be re 
modeled, changed or made larger to provide for 
any other use than it has at present. 

+e ++ 
GETTING INDIANAPOLIS IN LINE. 


The Indianapolis Fire Underwriters Asso 
ciation has pretty nearly made membership in 
it unanimous in that city, the A. J. Meyer & 
Co. and J. S. Cruse agencies being the last im 
portant ones to come into the fold. The only 
consequential outsider now is the German Fire 
of Indiana. It is understood that this company 
is unwilling to have its headquarters counted 
as one*of the two agencies allowed by the as- 
sociation to each company, but insists that it 
is entitled to two agencies in the city, outside 
of its own office. It is also said that the com- 
pany holds to the old-fashioned theory that the 
business belongs to the company and not to 
the agents. 


+4 ++ 
INDIANA AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 
Etna—Jesse L. Richards, Lapel, 
American, Pa.—Robert M. Smith, Wabash. 
American Central—Elden A. Robb, Greenfield: 
Wm. 8S. Holcombe, Bedford. 
British America—Dee R. Jones, Summitville. 


Continental—Hidden-Houck Co., Terre Haute. 


Fire Association—Macy & Son, Liberty. 

Milwaukee Mechanics—B. H. Brown, Monon; 
Emma Serberger, Crown Point; Abraham Halleck, 
Rensselaer. 


National Union——Geo. E. 
Norwich Union—A. H. 
A. Gillen, Roachdale. 
Phenix—Albert Means, Morristown. 
Providence-Washington—-Macy & Son, 
Prussian National—Albert BE. 
apolis. 
St. Paul—Owen N. 
Teutonia, O.—W. A. 
Westchester— 


Easley, 
Bowers, 


Danville. 
Darlington; A. 


Liberty. 
Metzger, Indian 
DuGan, Greenfield. 


Thomas, Portland. 
James T. Graham, Monticello. 





INDIANA NOTBS. 


New tariffs have been issued for Teegarden, 
Mill Creek and Milan, Ind. 

Companies have canceled off the printing of- 
fice of the Rockwell-Wabash Company at Wa- 
bash, Ind., as the plant has shut down with 
no prospect of future operation. 
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UNDERWRITING IN MICHIGAN 


GRAND RAPIDS CONFLAGRATION AREA 








R dati Are Made for Improvements 
in the Fire Department and Better Sup- 
ply of Water in the City. 





The conflagration area in Grand Rapids is 
defined in a recent communication to the board 
of fire commissioners by the Michigan Field 
Club as being located between East Bridge 
and Cherry streets, and North and South Di- 
vision streets and the river. Four blocks on 
the West Side are included, also both sides of 
West Bridge street from the bridge to Summer 
street and Broadway. The report recommends 
that all 6-inch mains in this district be in- 
creased to 8 inches or larger, and that 8-inch 
mains be put in Crescent avenue and Oakes 
street. It recommends that the 16-inch high 
service main in Canal street be extended up 
Monroe to Jonia street, and down Ionia to 
Wealthy avenue, and that additional hydrants 
be installed. It is suggested that a 20,000,000 
gallon triple-expansion pump is needed, ar- 
ranged to supply either high or low service, 
and that a 16-inch main should be extended 
north of the pump house on Canal street, in 
addition to the present 16-inch low service 
main in this section. ‘The recommendations 
have been referred to the board of public 
works and the common council. 





SAUGATUCK WATERWORKS. 

The waterworks system at Saugatuck has 
been completed, and consists of -about three 
miles of 4, 6 and 8 inch pipes, well distributed 
hydrants, a large cement reservoir on Lone 
Pine Hill and a_ well-built power house 
equipped with two 25-horsepower gasoline en- 
gines and two triple double-action pumps. 
The reservoir affords pressure of about 70 
pounds per square inch in the business part 
of town, and with aid of the engines 200 
pounds pressure can be obtained. 

++ a+ 
NEW MICHIGAN TARIFFS. 

New Michigan tariffs have been published 
for the following points: Lawrence, Hes- 
peria, Mohawk, Phoenix, Eagle Harbor, Al- 
louez, Eagle River, Skanee, Paw Paw, West 
Bay City, Gaylord, Vanderbilt, Logan Siding, 
Salling, Otter Lake, Ravenna, Sheridan, White 
Cloud, Crystal, Lake City, Zeeland and Stan- 
ton. 

++ ++ 
MICHIGAN BEET SUGAR. 

It is reported that farmers in the beet sugar 
district of Michigan are considerably dissat- 
isfied over the prices paid for beets, and many 
of them have quit raising them. Of the four 
factories at Bay City, three will run this year, 
two of them having been combined under one 
management, resulting in one of them being 
closed. It is said that the Saginaw factory 
will remain closed for want of material. 

++ ++ 
MUTUALS GET A BIG LINE. 

The Ishpeming paper mill at Ishpeming, 
Mich., has gone to the mutuals,- the line 
amounting to $1,000,000. The local agents 
carried the contractor’s risk and every in- 
fluence was brought to bear to have the line 
swung to the Western Factory Association, but 
the effort failed. The risk is regarded as a 
very good one. 

++ ae 
MAGNIFICENT FIRE PROTECTION. 

According to the News of Dimondale, 
property in this little neighbor of Lansing will, 
in the future, be a gilt-edge risk, with gold 
braid and tassels. This is what the News 

says: “The four chemical fire extinguishers 
bought by our citizens have been loaded up 
ready for use, and distributed about the town 
as follows: One at Bateman’s store, just in- 
side small glass in the door. If this one is 
wanted when the store is locked, break in the 
glass. One in the office of Dr. Reynolds, be- 
hind the outside door, which is never locked. 
One at F. G. Pray’s. !f store should be 
locked someone upstairs can get the machine 
quickly. The other will be at Vanosdall’s 
store, near the door leading to Mrs. Under- 





hill’s living rooms, and can be had from them 
if wanted when store is closed. Full direc- 


tions for use are plainly printed on each ma- 
chine.” 


++ ++ 


MICHIGAN AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 


American, Pa.—Louis M. Carleton, Lum. 
Atlanta- -Birmingham—A. W. Mason (succeeding 
0. J. Graves), Jackson. 
Assurance Co. of America—Wm. S§. Tucker, Big 
Rapids ; E. §. a (succeeding Snyder & Ack- 
ley), Kalamaz 
‘ Citizens, Mo. Clans W. & Fred 8S. Case, Munis- 
n 


g. 
Continental—J. H. Haynes, Decatur ; 
Ashford, Manistique; A. E. Stitt, 
Connecticut—C, E. McClusky, Deckerville; Dyer, 
Jenison, Barry Co., Ltd., Lansing; M. C. Skinner, 
Orion; Putnam & Van de Walker, Ypsilanti. 
Cooper—John B. Trossel, Detroit. 
Federal—Herman Bonninghausen 


Sdmund 
Union City, 


(succeeding 


Forbes Robertson), Detroit; C. K. Hoyt, Grand 
Haven. 

Germania—Mrs. Inez V. Knowles, Carson City ; 
D. E. Wilber & Son, Ypsilanti. 


Mercantile, Mass.—Rollo P. Bigelow, Owosso. 

North River—Edmund Ashford, Manistique. 

Norwich Union—C, W. Hotchins (succeeding J. 
M. Benjamin), White Pigeon. 

North German—R. 8S. Sheldon, Houghton; A. W. 
Mason, Jackson. 

State, Eng.—W. Fred McBain, Grand Rapids. 

Security, Md.—Arthur W. Mason (succeeding O. 
J. Graves), Jackson. 

Spring Garden—A, D. 
sing Ins. Agency), Lansing. 

United Underwriter—Alice B. 
D. W. Rogers, Hastings. 

Westchester—Jas. I. 





Saker (succeeding Lan- 





Angel!, Adrian ; 


Bostwick, Plainwell. 





MICHIGAN NOTES. 


Alpena and Hudson are being inspected by 
insurance survey men. 
The Dyer, 


Jenison, Barry Company — suc- 
ceeds to the ‘insurance agency of Porter & 
Porter at Lansing. 


The burning of the Jenks block at Port 
Huron, causing a loss of $15,000, is attributed 
to the throwing away of a cigar or a lighted 
match. ‘ 

A recent blaze in the Fifth ward at Big 
Rapids shows the necessity of better fire pro- 
tection in the district east of the railroad 
depot. 


Flint will have more ample fire protection, 
the common council having decided to extend 
mains in the Oak Park subdivision, and in 
all wards of the city except the Fourth. 

The report of Chief Delfs of the Lansing 
fire department shows that only three alarms 
were responded to during September, and fire 
losses for the month in Lansing were adjusted 
at $136. 

The village council of Houghton has decided 
to rigidly enforce the ordinance forbidding 
the erection of wooden buildings on Sheldon 
street. Even small structures of wood for 
temporary use will not be permitted within 
the fire limits. 

Since the fire at Luther, which destroyed 
the village engine house, the fire engine and 
other apparatus of the department have been 
standing out exposed to the weather. The 
Observer of that town is punching the village 
council with a sharp stick to take some action 
in erection of a new building. 





WISCONSIN AGENCY APPOINTIENTS. 


Atmerican Central—William Gorey, 

Consolidated F. & M.—G. C. 
Levi Lane, Oconto Falls; 
Leslie P. Tradewell, Antigo. 

Hariford—Oscar L. Hotz, Hawkins; Lewis Her- 
man Cook, Unity; Don J. Ross, Hardwick: Hal- 
faan Bentzen, Warrens; Edward B. Robleder, 
East Troy ; Chester R. Case, Knapp. 

Home, N. Y.—Tom Moore, Genoa Junction. 

Lumbermens—W. E. Walker, La Crosse. 

Mechanics—Clinton W. Hunt, La Crosse. 

Mercantile F. & M.—C. H. Kline, Beloit: Sim- 
mons & Parker, Kenosha; Wheelan & Daly, Grand 
Rapids. 

Pelican—Hollon F. Washburne, Milwaukee. 

Phoenix—J. B. Stair, Greenwood: J. N. Thom- 
son, Marathon City; A. E. Weesner, Rhinelander. 

Pittsburgh—George B. Marvin, Jr., La Crosse. 

Scottish National—Hollon F. Washburne, Mil- 
waukee ; Christian F. Klein, La Crosse. 

tna—T. W. Moran. Superior. 

American, Newark—J. W. Pollard, Linden. 

American, Pa.—Charles Trauba. Marathon City. 

¢amden—John Llovstad, Port Wing. 

Federal—Truman H. Phelps, Oconto; 
O. Crary, Hudson. 

German, Pa.—Simon Strouss, Orfordville. 

Home, N. Y.——-Melville C. Blake, Spencer; John 
J. Kerwin, Silver Like. 

London—Nicholas E. Wilson, Port. Washington. 
B Milwaukee Mechanics—Roland T. Burdon. Green 

ay. 

N. W. Naticnal—Rav M. Jchnson. Nechkoro. 

Pittsburgh—J. F. Van Dooser, Ashland: Roger 
L. Merrill, Milwaukee. 

Prussian National—F. FE. Steele, Ripon. 

Reliance—William Wright. Jefferson. 

Royal—W. E. Hudtloff, Shawano; 
Newald, Gillett. 

Security, Ct.—J. B. Corcoran, Ettrick. 


Fond du Lac. 
Morrow, Oconto; 
Elmer A. Morse and 





Frederick 


Leopold J. 





FIELD NOTES OF WISCONSIN. 


MEETING OF THE MILWAUKEE BOARD. 








Officers Are Elected for the Year—August Reb- 
han Is Again Chosen President—Advo- 
cates Some New Features. 


The Milwaukee board held its annual meet- 
ing last week, when interesting reports were 
read and officers elected. President August 
Rebhan read an address covering the events 
of interest during the past year and making 
a recommendation that entertaining and edu- 
cational features be added to the meetings for 
the ensuing year, the object being to increase © 
attendance at the meetings and to arouse in- 
terest in correct practices and a better knowl- 
edge of the business. 

He reported further that the membership 
consisted of eighty-two agents of the first 
class and forty- eight of the second class. 
Fifty-three companies are on a sole agency 
basis; thirty-two have two agents; seventeen, 
three agents; twenty- nine, four agents; six, 
five agefits, and three, six agents each. 

The fire patrols ran 1,286 times in responding 
to alarms and spread 2,416 covers and in ad- 
Gition made 8,472 inspections. The new patrol 
having been in commission for three months 
only, most of the work reported was done by 
the two older patrols. 

The election resulted as follows: Aug. 
Rebhan, president; Geo. H. Russell. vice- 
president; J. O. Myers, secretary: W. T. Du- 
gS treasurer; Aug. Rebhan, J. O. Mvers, 
W. T. Durand. Oscar Griebling, Frank Dam- 
ko ane Frank J]. Meyer. Chas. B. Weil, 
Walter T. Greene, Chas. F. Hibbard, Jas. B. 
Leidorn and Wm. E. Dawe, directors. 

The board voted that in the use of a waiver 
clause similar to the following: “It is un- 
derstood and agreed that the assured shall 
not be obligated by, nor responsible for, nor 
shall this policy be invalidated by any acts 
of any tenant or sub-tenant, or other persons, 
without the knowledge or consent of the as- 
sured.” the a1se of the words, “other persons” 
and “consent” is forbidden. 





’ 
R'CKEMAN CLAIM SETTLED. 

The companies on the Rickeman loss at 
Racine, Wis., which occurred in September. 
1902, have settled for $7,392.83. They refused 
to pay at first, claiming that the stock of 
metchandise was not as represented. A jury 
gave a verdict for $8,606.39 against the com- 
panies, which appealed to the supreme court, 
which ordered the case back for retrial. The 
companies settled just before the new trial, as 
follows: Williamsburg City, $1,000: Spring- 
field, $992.83; Western Underwriters, $400; 
Security of New Haven, $1,500; Connecticut, 
$500; Phenix, $1,000; American of Boston, 
$2,0c0. 

++ ++ 
BIG L'NE GOES TO MUTUALS. 

The Rhinelander Paper Company's _ big 
sprinkled plant at Rhinelander goes to the 
mutuals. The line amounts to $800,000. The 
local agents placed the builders’ jnsurance and 
then tried to hold the line through the West- 
ern Factory Association. 

++ ++ 
ELECTRIC WIRING AT SUPERIOR. 


Recent inspection of the electrical equip- 
ment of Superior has developed the fact that 
outside wirings are in a dangerous condition. 
and the work of improving the old and de- 
fective equipments is not being pressed. Ir- 
responsible contractors have been doing the 
work and from now on they will be refused 
permits. A new ordinance is to be at once 
submitted to the city council for passage. The 
equipments are pronounced poor in_ the 

“Daisy” mill of the Duluth & Superior Mill 


ing Company, and the “Commander Mill” of 
Gregory, Cook & Co. 





Insurance Survey Bureau inspectors are at 
work in Mauston and Waupaca, Wis. 

Henry Hall, formerly Wisconsin state agent 
of the Continental, is planning to take up ad- 
justing in the mountain field in connection 
with his mining interests, believing he can 
devote considerable time to work on losses. 
He will probably have an office in Denver. 
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STATE TOPICS OF ILLINOIS. 


ANfl-COMPACT LAW BEING DRAFTED: 








Illinois Local Agents Will Be Called on to 
Meet a Drastic Bill in the Next 
Legislature. 





It is generally understood that some of the 
politicians in the Illinois legislature are. pre- 
paring an anti-compact bill, to be presented at 
the next legislature, which meets during the 
coming winter. The proceedings brought by 
the attorney-general in Belleville and the in- 
junction proceedings against the Chicago Un- 
derwriters Association have stirred up the 
demagogues to a certain extent and it is un- 
derstood that influences are at work to get an 
anti-trust law in the State that will affect 
local insurance boards. Illinois has been free 
from the anti-compact nuisance and it is hoped 
that the better element in the legislature will 
not be influenced by those who cane personal 
grievances or by the legislator who plays to 
the galleries. 





ILLINOIS AGENTS HOLD CONVENTION. 


State Association Met in Business Session in 
Chicago Last Week—Fifty Dollars Voted 
to Sullard Defense Fund. 


At the annual meeting of the Illinois Asso- 
ciation of Local Fire Insurance Agents, held 
in Chicago last Thursday, Frank E. Dooling 
of Springfield was elected to the presidency 
for the coming year. The three vice-presi- 
dents were chosen to rank as follows. R. F. 
Struever, Peru; E. B. Case, Chicago; L. W. 


Sanborn, Galesburg. J. C. Stebbins of Mar- 
seilles is secretary, J. J. Van Every of Chi- 
cago, treasurer, and E. B. Case of Chicago, 


chairman of the executive committee. 

The meeting was purely for business and 
there were no addresses delivered. The as- 
sociation voted $50 to assist in the prosecu- 
tion of the Sullard case, elected the officers 
and delegates and alternates to the St. Louis 
convention. There was a good attendance of 
agents from the State outside of Chicago. 





CONTROVERSY AT ROSSVILLE. 

There is some controversy over the agency 
of D. Watson of Rossville, who represents the 
Etna, Home, Atlas, Phoenix of Hartford and 
Hartford. It is said his wife represents the 
State of Illinois ‘and Continental of Chicago. 
The issue is as to whether Mr. Watson is en- 
titled to graded commissions. 

++ 


AFFAIRS MORE QUIET AT QUINCY. 

The local agents at Quincy are still consid- 
erably aroused over the 20 percent advance for 
the conflagration charge in that city, but are 
receding somewhat from their original posi- 
tion, in which they declared that they would 
resign their companies if they were forced to 
secure the new rates. Inspector Gill at Quincy 
is doing his utmost to quiet the agents and 
show the assured the necessity for the con- 
flagration charge. 

+t ++ 
HUNTING WILDCAT LOSSES. 

The Illinois department’s attorney is re- 
questing information as to losses where wild- 
cats, Lloyds or surplus liners refuse te pay 
without good cause. Evidence is desired to 
be used against the concerns, and agents who 
place such insurance. 

++ ++ 
RATES OFF AT MT. STERLING. 

Rates have been declared off at Mount Ster- 
ling, Ill., on account of the Brockman agency 
declining to agree to the agreement or to re- 
port through the Jacksonville stamping office. 
Secretary Persch, of the Illinois State Board, 
and Secretary Meeker, of the Field Club, vis- 
ited Mount Sterling, but were unable to bring 
Brockman in line. Several special agents are 
in Mount Sterling ready to protect their busi- 
ness. A raid will be made on Brockman’s 
business, he representing a number of non- 
union companies, they being the Dubuque, 
Farmers, Farmers & Merchants, Continental, 





Glans Falls, German of Indiana, Northwestern 
National, Milwaukee Mechanics and Cincin- 
nati Underwriters. 
++ ae 
CANNOT GET LOSS PAID. 

A. Davenport of Crossville, Ill., who sus- 
tained a loss on his store in July of last year, 
has been unable to collect from the companies 
and has placed the matter in the hands of a 
Chicago attorney to see if anything can be 
dene. The insurance was placed in Lloyds and 
wildcats, it being claimed that J. E. Stuart, a 
local agent at Crossville, handled the line. 

++ ++ 
Low RATES AT LINCOLN. 

There is still much complain at Lincoln, IIL, 
in regard to rates, the field men claiming that 
Perkins & Wakeman are to blame for the 
trouble. This agency represents the Germania, 
Girard, Milwaukee Mechanics and Northwest- 
ern National. Other agents say they have lost 
their business, and some of the field men have 
given instructions to have their business pro- 
tected. Rates on preferred business have gotten 
down quite low, but most of the special agents 
are agreed that even at the cut rates com- 
panies can afford to write the business. 





ILLINOIS NOTBS. 
C. E. Sayler of North Chicago has sold his 
agency to B. A. Barton. 
Charles A. Cummings, of Cummings & Hat- 
field of Peoria, is quite ill. 
L. B. 


agency 


Allen of Heyworth retires from the 
of Shelton & -Allen. 


The North America has appointed J. 
Harty agent at Kinsman, IIl 

Archer S. Gibbs of Toluca, IIL, transfers 
the Philadelphia Underwriters supplies to 


James W. Tracy. 

W. K. Jones and D. Mark Jay have entered 
the insurance and real estate business at Au- 
rora as Jones & Jay 

Hugo L. Olson succeeds Mrs. D. K. Hill, 
resigned, as cashier of the western department 
of the American of Newark at Rockford, IIL, 
and Walter Whittlesey succeeds Mr. Olson as 
assistant cashier. 





MINNESOTA AGENCY APPOIN!SENTS. 


American Central, Mo.—J. TT. Gardner, 
Lake; Charles Koonze, Long Prairie. 

Agricultural—Charles W. Moore, St. Paul. 

British America—F. B. Myers, Biwabik. 

Camden—Charles J. Sawbridge, Fergus Falls. 

Federal—J. O. Hancock, Red Wing. 

Fire Association—H. N, Harding, Cass Lake. 

German Fire, N. Y.—Jay L. Reynolds, Bemidji; 
Charles M. Johnson, Cass Lake. 

Liverpool & London & Globe—William 
Duluth; Henry Berning, St. Michaels. 

London & Lancashire—Herbert N. 
Cass Lake. 

Merchants State 
Minneapolis. 

Mutual Cash Guaranty Fire, 8. D.—QJ. J. 
Worthington: C. L. Miles, Marshall. 

National, Conn.—J. A, Robb, Eveleth; D. B. 
McDonald, Virginia. 

Niagara—L. H. Colson, Bertha: O. L. 
Minneota; L. S. Peterson, Springfield. 

Northwestern F. & M., Minneapolis —Glene 
Iloward, Alden; Sivert Pederson, Appleton; 8S. W. 
Junken, Buffalo; William Borchert, Mapleton ; Ed- 
mund B. Howe, Minnesota Lake; Fred L. Hutch- 
ins, Rockford; P. O. Skoglund, Watkins. 

Orient—M. J. Pih!l & Co., Wells. 

Phoenix, Hartford—N. E. Anderson, Braham ; 
J. J. MeRae, Swanville; Gilbert A. Brattland, 
Winger; O. E. Hulehan, Deer River; Arthur La- 
nul, Brooks; Emilers LeFebre, Rogers; C. 
Evans, Tilton: E. B. Adamson, Delavan. 

Star, Ky.—J. S. Howard, Hastings; J. E. 
penter, Crookston. 

State, LIll—Becker County Tille Company, De- 
troit; John M. Dahlby, Moorhead; Frank E. UlIl- 
man, Alexandria; Frank H. Borchert, Osakis. 

State, Pennsylvania—Floyd E. Fairbanks, 
grade: Henry Spindle, Annandale; Magnus Lind- 
berg, Crookston; Fred Cary, Little Falls; Joseph 
B. Sullivan, Waseca: John A. Duffy, Red Lake 
Falls: Charles W. Simons, Montevideo; Barnett 
Vosberg, Marshall. 
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THE WEST AND NORTHWEST 


DULUTH IS TAKING STIFF PROTEST. 











Says Increase in Rates in the Oity Is Not 
Justified by the Loss Ex- 
perience. 


The special committee appointed by Duluth 
business men to investigate the recent advance 
in rates in the congested district, reported at a 
mass meeting last Friday evening, at the Com- 
mercial club, that in its opinion the advance is 
not justified by a comparison of the losses and 
premiums for the last eleven years and that 
property owners should do all in their power 
to urge the governing committee of the Union 
to rescind its action. The report stated that 
the ratio of losses to premiums in 1903 in 
Duluth was 36 percent, as compared with 59 
percent in St. Paul, 48 percent in Minneapolis 
and 53 for the entire State. The total losses 
for the last eleven years, the committee re- 
ported, were $1,607,247 and the premiums were 


$4,404,511. The report of the committee was 
presented by former City Attorney Oscar 
Mitchell. Former Mayor T, W. Hugo pre- 


sided at the meeting. 

Several insurance representatives were pres- 
ent at the meeting to show that there were 
many reasons for the advance in rates. J. B. 
McLaren, manager of the Duluth inspection 
bureau, read a telegram from the president 
of the Western Union, stating that the com- 
panies would be only too glad to rescind their 
action as soon as the proposed improvements 
are made. He said that the improvements 
would be a direct benefit to property owners 
and to the city. He said West Duluth was 
sorely in need of an additional reservoir; that 
there was only one engine at New Duluth, 
and that the one at West Duluth was in a re- 
mote district. 

“The schedules have been applied fairly and 
no discriminations have been made against this 
city or any portion of it,” said Mr. McLaren. 
“The companies are not after more profits, 
but desire only to secure improvements which 
will make conflagration less probable.” 

Local agents fear non-union competition 
more than anything else. It is. claimed that 
the companies in the Davidson-McRae agency 
will write at the old rates and make no extra 
charge. Such a statement has appeared from 
the firm. Other non-union companies are said 
to be willing to follow a like course. 





WANT CIVIL SERVICE. 

Business men and fire underwriters of Min- 
neapolis have begun a campaign to place the 
fire department on a civil service basis. A 
clause providing civil service for both the po- 
lice and the fire departments is incorporated 
in the proposed city charter, and the plan has 
been indorsed by the Minneapolis Fire Under- 
writers Association, which has contributed $250 
to advance the campaign. Men will be in- 
stalled at the booths on election day to urge 
voters to vote for this provision. 

++ ++ 
MARKHAM ELECTED PRES DENT. 

The Missouri Local Agents Association met 
in St. Louis on the World’s Fair grounds on 
Tuesday and elected George D. Markham 
president and N. R. Wall secretary. Talks 
were made by Managers W. J. Littlejohn, of 
the North British and George W. Law, of the 
Royal. The Missouri association has been in 
a dormant state for some time, but will now 
become more active. 

++ ++ 
FIELD MEN WILL MEET. 

The field men of two States will hold meet- 
ings on November 1. The Iowa contingent 
will meet at Des Moines to talk over further 
local board organization work:and the Mis- 
souri men will meet in Kansas City to take up 
timely topics of the field. 

++ ++ 
CHARGE LARGE INSURANCE FRAUDS. 

Frank Greenland, a prominent stock grower 
of Decatur county, Iowa, has been sued by 
a number of insurance companies in an effort 
to recover a large amount paid him in losses, 
Greenland had a number of fires, and a man 
named Ford was convicted and sentenced to 
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the penitentiary several years ago for arson 
in this connection. Now Ford has made affi- 
davit that Greenland spirited away his valu- 
able animals before the fires and substituted 
worthless ones for them, on whose carcasses 
he collected the insurance. The State of Des 
Moines is seeking judgment for $4,000, and 
other companies interested for smaller amounts 
are the Hawkeye, Merchants, Bankers, and 
Capital of Des Moines, Farmers of Cedar 
Rapids and Hanover. Greenland is claimed 
to have received about $20,000 from the various 
companies. 





CONFLAGRATION CHARGE NOW FIXED. 





Duluth, Minneapolis and St. Paul Have Been 
Officially Notified and the Contest 
Is Now Heated. 





The conflagration charge has now been ap- 
plied to St. Paul and Minneapolis, it amount- 
ing to 15 percent in St. Paul and to percent in 
Minneapolis. There is no charge for water 
works or fire department in Minneapolis. In 
Duluth the conflagration charge amounts to 20 
percent. The Duluth agents and business men 
are still considerably aroused, the commercia! 
organizations of the city and the newspapers 
being somewhat virulent in their expressions. 
It is charged that two special agents assisted 
in fanning the flame at Duluth and it is under- 
stood that a protest will be made to their com- 
panies. The companies feel that the local 
agents can set at rest all opposition by using 
educational methods and explaining. to the 
assured the necessity for these charges. The 
agents claim that the brunt is all placed on 
them, as they had to pass through a similar 
experience when the 25 percent advance was 
made, and then the new schedules in many 
cases placed the rates above those secured by 
the flat advance. 





MISSOURI AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 


Agricultural—Sheets & Rucker, Trenton. 

American Central—James B, Lewis, Richland. 

Continental—W. H. Crouch, Blythedale; M. R. 
Gromer, McFall. 

Germania—J. J, Funk, Webb City. 

German American—James SS. Castell, Raven- 
wood. 

Mechanics—James B. Foster. Clinton. 

New Hampshire—J. C. Shelton, Excelsior 
Springs; Penn & Sallee, Fulton; B. H. Bonfoey, 
Unionville. 

Palatine—Frank W. meg Clinton. 

Phenix, Ct.—L. T. Jackson, Brunswick; H. D. 
Baillet, Florisant : Hoffman & Hoffman, Savannah ; 
A. W. Noel, Pineville ; Joseph H. Conrad, Liberal ; 
Firman B. White, Lexington. 

Queen—R. R. Rollins, Winona; G. R. Vettigrew, 
Cabool; L. T. Jackson, Brunswick; Frank W. Rea- 
gan, Clinton, 

Star—H. Y. Sarontes, Gallatin: W. H. Wick- 
man, Princeton; Harry T. West, Bolivar ; Sweazea 
& Jones, Piedmont. 

++ ++ 


MOST UNION COMPANIES HAD CANCELED. 


Last week the United Zinc & Chemical 
Company lost one of its plants at Argentine, 
Kan., by fire. There had been a long, stub- 
born controversy over the application of 80 
percent coinsurance to this company’s plants, 
and, as the company had persistently refused 
to accept it, all the union companies except 
the. Union of London and State of England 
had canceled. The list of insurance showed 
a few non-union companies on, but the bulk 
of the business had been placed by Johnson 
& Higgins of New York. and was said to be 
in foreign companies. Both Kansas _ City, 
Kan., and Kansas City, Mo., agents tried to 
place the line, and felt aggrieved at the de- 
termined attitude of the companies. 

ee 
MINNEAPOLIS WIRING LOW GRADE. 

Experts have recently been inspecting the 
electrical equipment of Minneapolis and pro- 
nounced the inside wiring of low standard for 
a city of that size. It is reported that the city 
inspector has had too many calls on his time 
to allow him to make as careful inspections as 
should have been made, and part of the blame 
is laid at the door of an obsolete ordinance. 
The matter will be taken up at once with the 
proper city authorities. 

++ ++ 
TURNED THE TRICK. 

The State Journal of Lincoln, Neb., has 
recently published the story of an agent in 
that city who was slow in joining the local 
board and w as suspected by the other agents 
of unfair practices.. He got some letterheads 
printed in the name of a general merchant in 








a Missouri town, on which he wrote letters 
asking for bids on his insurance, and sent 
these letters to all the other agents in Lin- 
coln. He received offers of various kinds in 
violation of board rules. At a later meeting, 
when he was accused of violations of rules, 
he produced the letters—and there was silence 
of the kind that can be felt. 

++ ++ 

REPORTED ON FAVORABLY. 

The Western Factory Association has re- 
ported favorably on the following sprinkled 
risks at Minneapolis: Salisbury & Satterlee 
Company, iron bed factory; McDonald Bros., 
wholesale house furnishing; Winston, Harper, 
Fisher & Co., wholesale grocery; Racine-Sat- 
tley Manufacturing Company, agricultural im- 
plements; Pillsbury flour mills A and B, and 
elevators attached; Palisade mill and Pills- 
bury Anchor mill and annex. 

++ ++ 
PRETTY CONTEST 18 ON. 

The contest is still on between the companies 
carrying the tornado insurance and those hav- 
ing the sprinkler leakage insurance over the 
loss of G. Somers & Co. of St. Paul. During 
the recent tornado in St. Paul the sprinkler 
tank was blown off, which cut the pipes loose 
and caused a heavy water damage. The 
sprinkler companies claim that it was a tor- 
nado loss, but the tornado companies think 
otherwise. The matter has not been settled 
and has assumed an interesting stage. 





BETTER PROTECTION FOR ST. PAUL. 





Many Improvements Are Comtemplated If the 
Annual Appropriation Can Be In. 
creased at the Election. 





Many improvements in the fire protection at 
St. Paul, Minn., will be made, if the pro- 
vision in the city charter, increasing the an- 
nual appropriation from $215,000 to $245,000 
carries at the coming election. Aside from an 
increase in the pay of the firemen, which, it is 
expected, will afford better service and an in- 
crease in the number of men at several sta- 
tions, the fire commissioners propose to build 
several new engine houses and purchase addi- 
tional apparatus for some of the others. 

The advisability of erecting an engine house 
at Ashland avenue and Victoria street and one 
at Dale street and University avenue, and a 
truck at Marion and Edmund streets to afford 
additional protection to the University avenue 
and St. Anthony Hill districts is being consid- 
ered. There are only two engines in the Uni- 
versity avenue district, which adjoins St. An- 
thony Hill, and in case of a big fire, the St. 
Anthony-Hill district would be left dependent 
solely on a chemical engine at Victoria and 
Ashland. 

It is also proposed to erect an additional en- 
gine house in the Arlington Hills district, 
which has been extending rapidly the last few 
years. There is only one engine there at pres- 
ent, and it is so located that in the event of a 
fire in the further end of the district, the en- 
gine has to be hauled up a long hill. 

The West Side, which has a large number of 
manufacturing plants, has only one engine and 
a combination hose and chemical. In the event 
of a fire in this district, the engines from the 
business section of the city are called out and 
this section is left unprotected. 





GENERAL WESTERN NOTES. 

New tariffs have been issued for Grain 
Valley, Sikeston and Portageville, Mo. 

Inspector G. A. Feindt of the Insurance Sur- 
vey Bureau is at work at Springfield, Mo. 

The following Minnesota points have just 
been rerated: Dayton, Ghent, International 
Falls. McHenry, Porter, Taunton, Underwood 
and Winger. 

The Board of Education of Winona, Minn., 
has cut down the amount of insurance car- 
ried on the schoo! buildings about $33,000 in 
the aggregate. 

At Canton, Mo., C. Mortimer Ewalt suc- 
ceeds Karl B. Kluthe as agent for the North 
America, and Wm. H. Clark trausfers to Wm. 
J. Underwood at Steelville. 

Residents in the vicinity of the Payne av- 
enue district in St. Paul, Minn., have petitioned 
the city council to provide for an additional 
steam fire engine and several new men at the 
station. 





LIFE INSURANGE CIRCLES. 


COURT CRITICIZES COMPANY METHOD. 








Finds Fault with the Course Pursued by the 
Michigan Mutual in an Illi- 
nois Case. 





The Appellate court of Illinois has affirmed 
the decision in the judgment secured by Anna 
Vierra against the Michigan Mutual Life for 
$984. The court criticises the company’s 
agent, who is said to have played upon the 
ignorance and fears of the sick woman in 
order to obtain certain policies and receipts. 
John Vierra was insured in the company, car- 
rying three policies, aggregating $2,300. An 
agent named Nelson is said to have induced 
his wife to take out a policy for $10,000 and 
to have the three smaller ones canceled. The 
policies were exchanged and the money paid 
for the premium. Evidence showed that the 
$10,000 policy was secured from Mrs. Vierra 
to be corrected. It was not returned to her 
and the agent has not been seen since. A 
representative from the Chicago office en- 
deavored to settle the matter and secured from 
Mrs. Vierra certain releases that the lower 
court declared fraudulent and void. She was 
given a judgment for the full amount paid in 
premiums. 





NEW LIFE COMPANY IN INDIANA. 

The Intermediate Life of Evansville, Ind., 
is a new One just incorporated and licensed to 
do business in that State. It is organized un- 
der Indiana’s oldest statute, requiring as a 
claim for recognition and right to do business 
only $50,000 in premium notes. It is the same 
way the State Life and the Meridian Life & 
Trust began business, though later they both 
went on a legal reserve basis. The Evansville 
company, however, both for its own good and 
to put it in better favor with the insurance de- 
partment, as the latter intimated, has decided 
to maintain a legal reserve. The notes are 
limited to the first year’s premiunf and it is 
agreed that the interest on them shall be paid 
in cash in advance. 

a+ ++ 
POSTPONES ITS RATE INCREASE. 

The Franklin Life of Springfield, which is 
to go on a 3 percent basis, has decided to post- 
pone putting this action into effect until the 
first of the year, owing to the amount of time 
eccupied in making the change. In the mean- 
time agents are busily engaged in closing all 
their prospects before rates are increased. 

++ ++ 
HOME LIFE LEAVES IOWA. 

The Home Life has decided to retire from 
Iowa. Contracts with agents are being can- 
celled. 

++ at 
STATE MANAGER SHERRILL RESIGNS. 


Willard Sherrill, state manager of the Des 
Moines Life for Illinois, has resigned. He 
will devote all his time to the Metropolitan 
Casualty Company, of which he is state agent 
for the accident and health branch. 

+t ++ 
EGARD’S TRIAL COMES TO NAUGHT. 


William Egard, a Henderson (Ky.) agent for 
the New York Life, was charged with forging 
a $3,000 life policy so as to make it read for 
$5,000. The case was hard fought and after 
the jury had been out for some time, it was 
discharged as being unable to agree. The 
case will be heard again in January. Egard 
was charged by the New York Life with com- 
mitting a number of irregularities. 

++ +t 
LIFE MEETING AT DAYTON. 


The Dayton (Ohio) Life Underwriters As- 
sociation held one of its “Monthly Elbow 
Meetings” this week at the Phillips Hotel. 

There was quite a large number of the life 
men present, all of them showing the associa- 
tion spirit and especially the returned dele- 
gates from the National convention. Presi- 
dent C. H. Cord presided. Short oral talks 
of from five to ten minutes were given by 
William T. Nuttall of the Prudential, Victor 
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P. VanHorne of the Mutual Life of, New 
York, J. L. Kennett of the Western &‘South- 
ern, and William O. Cord of the Mithigan 
Mutual, the subjects being taken from the 
“meat” obtained from being at the National 
convention. From present indications, the 
Dayton association has very bright prospects 
for increasing the membership, and it is. the 
opinion of the life men, both in and out of 
the association, that it will only be a question 
of a short time until all the life men in Day- 
ton will be enrolled upon the membership of 
the Dayton association. The next meeting 
will be the regular quarterly banquet, which 
will be held at one of the hotels on Noveniber 
21. 





STATE MUTUAL PEN HAVE ORGANIZED 


Form a General Agents Association and Elect 
Hubert H. Ward of Cleveland as Presi- 
dent—Fine Body of Men. 


General agents of the State Mutual Life, 
who were present at the convention of the 
National Association of Life Underwriters at 
[ndianapolis, met in that city on Saturday to 
organize the Association of General Agents 
of the State Mutual Life. Twenty representa- 
tives were present. The following officers 
were chosen: President, H. H. Ward of 
Cleveland; vice-president, C. A. Stringer of 
Detroit; secretary, F. A. G. Merrill of Buf- 
falo; executive committee, C. W. Anderson of 
New York, C. A. Stringer of Detroit, E. H. 
Carmack of Chicago. Superintendent of 
Agents B. H. Wright of the company was 
present. The general agents are thus follow- 
ing the course pursued by managers of the 
Northwestern Mutual, Penn Mutual, National 
of Vermont and other companies. During 
the convention the representatives of the com- 
pany had a dinner, at which was present Ac- 
tuary Sartelle. 





LIFE APPOINTMENTS. 


OHIO. 

Bankers Life, Ia.—Eli M. Davis, Toronto. 

Equitable, Ia.—Chas. E. Sprague, Toledo. 

Federal Life—Sam P. Dovglass, Toledo; W. E. 
Richards, ‘Toledo. 

Germania Life—Clark & Pike, Willoughby. 

Home Life—Wm. H. McCambridge, Toledo. 

Hartford Life—Fred K. Sage, Columbus. 

Massachusetts Mutual, Mass.—Albert I. 
Ottawa; William Becker, Cleveland. 

New York Life—Wm. J. Lowry, Cleveland; Jno, 
B. Shafer, Byesville. 

New England Mutual—Elizabeth Hillen, 
land; Roy A. Brundage, New London. 

State Mutual—Wm. R. Jones, Cincinnati; Geo. 
Forman, Red Lion. 

State Life—Edward P. Lacey, Springfield; H. 


(. Belt, Basil. 
MICHIGAN. 

Bankers, Ia.—Wm. Reagan, Dowagiac. 
Equitable, la.—Jos. K. Failing, Grand Rapids. 
Federal—E. G. Brazier, Detroit. 
Hartford—Wm. OO. Scheck, Detroit; 
‘hase, Linden; E. N. Thome, Owesso. 
Home—Lorenzo, D. Randall, Detroit. 
Mass. Mutual—Frank D. Wells, Rochester. 
National, Vt.—E. M. Caton, Detroit. 

Provident Savings—Chas. A. Jensen, Belding; 
James McPherson, Lowell; A. O. Harned, Monroe. 

INDIANA. 

Hartford—Chas. W. Cochran, 
J. M. Stahl, Bluffton. 

Mutual Reserve—A. L. Knight, Roanoke. 
National, Vt.—Wm. H. Ryan, South Bend. 

Federal—J. C. Herman, Muncie; R. E. Moore, 
II. G. Steelman and R. G. Stillwell, Indianapolis. 

Hartford—Jas. McDonald, Washington. 

Mutual, N. Y.—A. J. McCormick, Indianapolis. 
New York—Peter W. Ditte, Muncie; Peter F. 
Schmidt, Evansville. 

N. W. National—H. B. 
Ewalt, St. Louis. 

Security Mutual—W. E. Gum, Martinsville. 
Security T. & L.—David Allen, Martinsville; 
Royal N. Thompson, Rockville. 


Sharp, 


Cleve- 


Beulah 








Edwardsport ; 


Hoffman and Chas. 





Union Central—Frank Stenzel, Jr., Indianapolis. 


MISSOURI. 

American Central—E. W. 
Charles K. Lehrberg, St. Louis. 
_Columbian National—Franklin W. Ganse. 8S. T. 
“hampion, Wm. H. Eshbaugh, Francis C. Merrell 
and Miles.D. Fenno, St. Louis. 
Interstate—Geo. T. Hamilton, Kansas City. 
Mutual, N. Y.—Robert S. Lemon, Kansas City; 
i. K. Fulkerson, Sweet Springs. 

New York—Thos. J. Madding. Thayer. 

‘ — National—Geo. B. Lyons and H. G. Welch, 
st. Louis. 

Provident Savings—R. H. Davenport. St. Louis. 
Travelers—Emmet V. Thompson, St. Louis. 

WISCONSIN. 

7itna—Miss Ethel Morris, Milwaukee: John C. 
‘annigan, Hurley: John C. Hinty, Milwaukee: 
‘len E. Osborn, Milton. 

Conservative—Harvey C. Brown and William E. 

Wheeler, Milwaukee. 

Des’ Moines—C. G. 
~chneider, Madison. 

Germania—Anton Senty, Independence. 
Mass. Mutual—Ernest H. Hagel, Waterloo, 


McCune, Joplin; 





Serns, Cambridge; D. L. 





Mutual Benefit—Victor D. Cronk, Menomonie ; 
Duncan J. McKenzie, Stanley. S 

National, Vt.—George B. Cawthorne, New Lis- 
bon. 

New York—L. E. Colvin, Pittaville. 

Pacific Mutual—L. B. Tweedle, Sturgeon Bay. 

Penn Mutual—-William Ross Wilson, Milwaukee. 





Phenix Mutual—Louis W. Shakshesky, Jeffer- 
son. 

Reliance—C. N. Feldman, Appleton. 

Security Mutual—William R. Yarber, Milwau- 
ee. 

Union Central—W. J. Raicie, Marinette. 

MINNESOTA. 

Bankers Life, la.—H. W. Cornell, St. Paul. 
Des Moines Life—J. P. Littell, Dunnell. 
Hartford—A. Michelson and C. F._ Stevens, 
Minneapolis. 

John Hancock—E. J. Manske, Duluth. 
Provident Savings Life—Hugh D. Sweeney, 


Minneapolis. 


Prudential—C. J. Potter, St. Paul. 
+t + 


TAXATION OF RESERVES. 

The courts of Polk county, Iowa, are wit- 
nessing a hard fight which is on between the 
Chicago Life Insurance Association and the 
local board of review. The case is an ap- 
peal from the action of the local board of 
review from an assessment of $12,000 on 
unassigned reserve funds, which the company 
contends was illegal, on the ground that it 
is not organized for pecuniary purposes, and 
the reserve was but a guarantee for payment 
of liabilities against the company. The case 
is on trial now in Des Moines. 





POINTS TU THE ANTI-REBATE LAW. 





Michigan Commissioner Again Cautions the 
Public in Regard to Voidance of Life 
Insurance Policies. 


Commissioner Barry of Michigan, in his life 
insurance report, tells of the progress of life 
insurance in the State, stating that the old- 
line companies secured three-fourths of a mil- 
lion dollars in 1904 more than ever before. He 
also comments on the action of the depart- 
ment in disciplining companies and agents for 
violations of the anti-rebate law and the atten- 
tion of the public is directed to the opinion 
of the Supreme court of Michigan in the case 
of Heffron vs. Daly, in which it was held that 
a policy issued in connection with a rebate is 
void. 








GOOD LESSON OF A POLICY. 

The Illinois Life issued a $1,000 policy in | 
February, 1903, to William P. Lockhart, a la- 
boring man at South Chicago. He paid six 
quarterly premiums in cash, but was unable 
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15 
to meet the seventh premium, in August, for 
lack of money. Under the provision in the 
Illinois Life policy permitting a loan at any 
time during the second year, he borrowed 
enough to pay the premium. October 6 he was 
crushed to death in an elevator and on October 
7 the proofs of death were completed and the 
money paid to his widow. He was absolutely 
without funds at the time, with the exception 
of three days’ wages due him, and the prompt 
payment of the policy was all that made it pos- 
sible to take his body back to his old home in 


Ohio. 





DO YOU REALLY WANT TO SUCCEED. 


Mr. Tarbell Gives Some Good Suggestions in 
His October Letter to Equitable 
Agents. 


In his October letter to agents, Vice-Presi- 
dent Tarbell, of the Equitable, gives the fol- 
lowing suggestions: 

“By the time this letter is issued every 
Equitable representative will undoubtedly have 
decided in his mind just how much business 
he should produce, and desires to produce, 
during the last quarter of the year. That 
question being determined, [ wish every man 
to ask himself honestly whether he would 
merely ‘like’ to have this amount of business 
to his credit at the end of the year, or whether 
his desire is strong enough to cause him to 
put forth the necessary efforts to get it. There 
is a vast difference in the two attitudes. Ask 
yourself if you want that amount of business 
badly enough to pay the price; which means 
merely a little extra effort put forth—a little 
more work than you would otherwise have 
done. 

“Just let me say this to you: I know from 
my own experience that, having imposed upon 
yourself a reasonable task, if you do not suc- 
ceed in accomplishing it, the reason will be 
(barring accident or illness) that your desire 
to do so was not strong enough—that you 
really didn’t care enough about it to win. If 
you wanted to succeed in your business as 
much, for instance, as you some time wanted 
to win a certain girl for wife, or even to get 
some unimportant thing that you felt at the 
time was essential to your pride or happiness— 
if your desire to succeed was as strong as it 
was at such a time, do you suppose anything 
could keep you from it? 

“Put that thought into your work now 
for the month of October. Say that you make 
up your mind to write and pay for during 
the month one-half of the amount allotted 
yourself for the last three months. That is 
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30th Year of Business 
$25,000,000. 


cent of Maturity Value of Bond. 
quarterly or monthly, 


expectations. 


ment bonds has never been equaled. 


M. E. VINTON, President. 
- E. BOUGHTON, Vice President. 
EBEN JACKSON, Sec’y and Treas. 








TO BOND MEN 


THE MIDDLESEX BANKING COMPANY 


of Middletown, Connecticut 


Assets, $6,767,338.32 


Now offers its 10 year 414 per cent PARTICIPATING GOLD BONDS 
interest payable annually. 


The Maturity Value of these Bonds is $200.00 and upwards. n 
Payments may be made annually, semi-annually, 


THESE BONDS ARE SOLD TO LARGE AND SMALL INVESTORS. 


Many agents have taken up this work and have succeeded beyond their and our 
If your references are right and earnestness of your purpose is unquestioned, 
we have an opening of wonderful possibilities for 


GENERAL, SPECIAL AND LOCAL AGENTS. 
$2,500 to $7,000 paid to traveling special agents. 


The record of The Middlesex Banking Company in the field of participating invest 


Address all communications to 


MIDDLESEX SECURITIES COPIPANY, 
52 Broadway, New York. 


>) 


Securities Redeemed 
Promptly and Profitably 
to All Investors. 


Annual payment to per 


A. M. PFARBAUGH, General Manage: 
W. H. KENNEDY, Supt. of Agents. 
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the way to make sure of it, and that is the 


way the winners do. As an illustration of 
how this works it seems to me worth while to 
tell you here that a few days ago I met one 
of our men who had placed his mark, about 
September first, at a given figure for the last 
four months of the year. He started the very 
first day to work with a will to get that 
amount of business, and as a result he se- 
cured the whole amount during the first month. 
Needless to say that he has now made a new 
mark. Just think of what such work and such 
results mean to that man!” 





$700,000 ON MRS. NETCHER’S LIFE. 





Chicago Woman Gets Immense Policies, Allon 
the Whole Life Non-Participating Plan— 
Annual Premium $16,276. - 





Mrs. Charles Netcher of Chicago has se- 
cured $700,000 of non-participating whole life 
insurance at an annual premium of $16,276. 
Ihe Mutual Life issued $200,000, of which it 
reinsured one-half, and the-New York Life, 
breaking away from its usual custom of writ- 
ing but little non-participating business, is- 
sued $500,000, of which it reinsures a large 
amount in foreign companies. Mrs. Netcher 
has succeeded her late husband in the man- 
agement of the Boston Store in Chicago and 
has very large building operations in immedi- 
ate prospect. Her husband had planned these 
and had $500,000 of similar insurance in the 
Mutual Life, taken a few months before his 
death. Mrs. Netcher had, therefore, sufficient 
proof of the value of life insurance to protect 
business interests and has followed in his foot- 
steps. Mr. Netcher took non-participating in- 
surance on the advice of an expert and his 
widow insisted upon the same kind. Emanuel 
S. Heyman of Chicago handled the case for 


the New York Life. 





COLUMBIAN NATIONAL IN INDIANA. 

Vice-President Woodbridge and Western 
Manager F. W. Ganse, of the Columbian Na- 
tional Life of Boston, were: in Indianapolis 
last week and arranged for the company’s 
work in that State. P. B. Sells, superinten- 
dent of agents of the Policyholders Union of 
Chicago, has been appointed Indiana manager. 

++ ++ 
TAKE UP VALUABLE POINTS. 

Members of the New York Life $100,000 
Club connected with the Cleveland offices held 
a meeting with Agency Director Flamen Ball, 
Jr., of the Western Reserve branch Monday 
and discussed the points brought out at the 
recent meeting of that organization. Many 
topics were taken up that are of value to the 
agents and they will make use of them wher- 
ever possible. In addition they have taken 
on a goodly lot of enthusiasm, in addition to 
that already manifested by “getting there” in 
the club membership matter, and’ this will 
serve to make a good round-up for the end 
of the year. 

++ +e 
CONTESTING THE DECISION. 

Both the Security Mutual Life and Travelers 
have brought proceedings in Kentucky to 
force the insurance commissioner to recede 
from his action in revoking the licenses of 
companies for transferring cases from the 
state to the federal courts. He has already re- 
voked the license of the Security Mutual and 
threatens to take similar action in case of the 
Travelers. Insurance companies are interested 
in these proceedings, as it gives the insurance 
commissioner autocratic power in dealing with 
companies who desire to transfer cases to the 
United States court. 

+e at 
RETRENCHMENT IN THE RELIANCE. 

The Reliance Life of Pittsburg, having got- 
ten its organization started, a,pears to be 
adopting a policy of retrenchment. It is said 
the Farmers National Bank of Pittsburg, which 
controls the company’s stock, has instructed 
that economy be practiced all along the line. 
The home office space has been reduced, the 
corps of clerks cut down and advertising cur- 
tailed. It is reported that the bank intends to 
keep a firm hand on the company’s operations. 
Secretary Robens and Manager McDonald will 








likely do more field work after the first of the 
year. This, the officials say, is the plan orig- 
inally contemplated. 





JOHN DOLPH IS CHOSEN PRESIDENT. 


National Association of Life Underwriters 
Elects Its Officers and Committees— 
Ohio Keeps Up Its Record. . 


The following are the officers elected by the 
National Association of Life Underwriters: 

President, John Dolph, Cincinnati, superin- 
tendent Metropolitan Life. 

Vice-president, Percy V. Baldwin, Boston, 
general agent Washington Life. 

Second vice-president, William Van Sickle, 
Detroit, general agent Home Life. 

Third vice-president, C. C. Courtney, Kan- 
sas City, manager Mutual Benefit Life, 

Secretary, E. J. Clark, Baltimore, general 
agent John Hancock. 

Treasurer, Eli D. Weeks, Litchfield, Conn., 
general agent Phoenix Mutual Life. 

Executive committee—To serve three years: 
M. M. Goodrich, Baltimore; J. P. Monroe, 
Worcester, Mass.; T. T. Johnson, Newark, 
Y. J.; E. O. Sutton, Springfield, Mass.; J. F. 
Huntsman, Providence; B. H. Timberlake, 
Minneapolis; W. J. Robinson, Buffalo; J. W. 
Fitzpatrick, Portland, Me.; George A. Cantine, 





Joun Do.px. 
Y.; A. J. Birdseye, Hartford; 


Newburgh, N. 
W. T. Nuttall, Dayton; J. D. Baushall, Ra- 
leigh; F. E. McMullen, Rochester. 

To serve two years: William V. Halley, Los 
Angeles; William Goldman, Portland, Ore. 

To serve one year: W. R. Noble, Louis- 
ville; C. W. Orr, Fort Wayne, Ind.; F. L. 
Chesney, Kansas City. 

At the meeting held immediately after ad- 
journment to organize, E. H. Plummer, general 
agent of the Berkshire at Philadelphia, was 
elected chairman of the executive committee. 
succeeding Wm. G. Carroll, who declined to 
hold the place longer. 





WAS HEAVILY INSURED. 

In the case of Fred E. McCaskey, who was 
recently drowned at Toledo, O., the coroner 
has rendered a verdict of death by accidental 
drowning. He had taken $35,000 insurance in 
the New York Life about six weeks before 
his death, of which he is reported to have paid 
for $10,000.in cash and the remaining $25,000 
by note. He also had $40,000 in the Union 
Central, the policies being in force from isx 
to ten years. 


Talk With McComb 


about a contract. Baltimore Bldg., Okla- 

homa City, O. T. Franklin Life is THE 

Company. Fine field—fine contract. 
“NUF CED” 























LIFE NOTES. 


The Columbian National Life has been ad- 
mitted to Texas. 


L. H. Sechler, special agent of the Mutual 
Life, who has had headquarters at Ironton, O., 
will locate at Portsmouth, O. 


J. J. Angel, district manager of the Ameri- 
can Central Life, has opened offices at 927 
Citizens building, Cleveland, O. 

The annual convention of agents of the 
Conservative Life will be held at the home 
office in Los Angeles, March 6, 1905. 


The Cleveland office of the Interstate Life 
of [Indianapolis is located at 916 Citizens 
building, with A. A. Brown as agency director. 

President Hull, of the Berkshire Life, is in 
Chicago this week and a number of the man- 
agers from the western States have been called 
to that city to meet him. 

The western department of the Security 
Mutual, in charge of Agency Director King 
and Superintendent Hurst, has been moved 
from St. Louis to Kansas City. 


William J. McPherson, formerly general 
manager of the National Life of Vermont at 
Knoxville, Tenn., has been appointed manager 
of the Security Mutual at Kansas City. 

The Kansas and Missouri examination of 

the Missouri State Life shows income from 
January 1 to September 1, 1904, $273,458; dis- 
bursements, $174,610; assets, $580,939; surplus, 
$50,042. 
The annual dinner of the Detroit agency of 
the Massachusetts Mutual Life was held a 
few evenings ago, President Hall and other 
officers being present from the home office. 
More than one hundred were present. 

The offices of the Washington Life in 
Cleveland have been moved from the Rose 
building to 307-309 Schofield building, a much 
better location in every way. T. Hay- 
cock is manager for northeastern Ohio. 


C. O. Ransom, cashier of the New England 
Mutual at Cleveland, who has been having 
serious trouble with his eyes, is now at the 
home of his parents in Chicago and will prob- 
ably not return to Cleveland before Novem- 
ber 1. 

Wilson Williams, general field superinten- 
dent of the Security Mutual, has just returned 
from the West, where he arranged to have the 
company enter Idaho about the first of the 
year, and made changes in the Colorado 
agency. 

Dr. E. C. Skinner, general manager of the 
central department of the Washington Life, 
stands second on the list of the largest pro- 
ducers of paid business since the first of the 
year. His territory is producing more busi- 
ness each year. 

W. P. Crenshaw, Illinois manager of the 
Connecticut Mutual.Life, has appointed H. M. 
Curtis and T. W. Hamill, who have been with 
the office for many years, as assistant general 
agents. J. F. Holland becomes chief corre- 
spondent and adjuster. 

The Equitable Life of New York has paid 
the $3,000 claim under the policy of F. L. 
LaRue, the banker of Corning, Iowa, into 
court at Des Moines. The assignee of the 
policy and the administrator of the estate will 
now fight the matter out between themselves. 


James Brewer, a Grant county (Ind.) in- 
surance agent, has founded a new sect, the 
“House of David.” He says that while in the 
insurance business he was convinced of the 
unworthiness of selling policies and was in- 
spired to preach the gospel. He says his re- 
ligion is of the good old Methodist kind, with- 
out the shouting. 


The Supreme Council of the Knights of 
Father Matthew, in its biennial session at St. 
Louis last week, determined to have a 
schedule of level rates of insurance, submitted 
by the officers, examined by an actuary, whe 
will submit his report to each local counci! 
that the matter may be thoroughly dealt with 
at the next biennial session in Chicago. 


J. C. Trask, general agent of the North- 
western Mutual Life at Cleveland, is making 
a good record for 1903, every month showing 
an imcrease over the same time last year. 
Some of them went up sufficiently to make a 
handsome total. It is likely that the office 
will show a most satisfactory year, notwith- 
standing the fact that small policies have been 
the rule all along and the agents have made 
an extra endeavor to secure a good business. 
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MAIN FEATURES OF THE 
LIFE INSURANCE MEETING. 








HE National Association of Life Un- 

derwriters at its annual meeting last 

“week, in Indianapolis, made consider- 

able progress. It is not a legislative 
body, and hence its measures do not carry the 
force that they otherwise would. At the same 
time it is the purpose of the organization to 
solidify and extend its membership in locali- 
ties already having associations. ‘The plan is 
to get all reputable agents in the ranks, and 
bring them in close touch with the brains and 
character of the business. First the men will 
be shown the advantages of being personally 
acquainted with competitors and then the bene- 
fits of educational processes. The local asso- 
ciation is to be an uplift and give a clearer 
tone to the working forces. The humblest 
solicitor is to be shown the magnitude of his 
labor and the manner of improving himself 
and contributing to the general good will be 
fully explained. First set the large majority 
organized. Cleveland already has the bulk of 
the workers in its fold, but most other asso- 
ciations have but a nucleus. 


Were I asked the keynote of last week’s con- 
vention, I would say: “Organization, exten- 
sion and education.” When once these asso- 
ciations have the majority of agents in their 
fold, the movement will carry weight and 
home offices will listen. Just now the National 
association does not reach the ears of the com- 
pany executive. If the extension movement is 
carried forward, its influence is destined to be- 
come forceful. 

The convention this year was interesting and 
mecause of the lack of entertainment which 
had been requested, there was a good attend- 
ance at the business sessions. It seems to me 
that the entertainment feature heretofore has 
been carried too far and has handicapped the 
effectual work of the proceedings. The ladies 
should be provided with ample entertainment 
and just enough sandwiched in for the men to 
relieve the strenuousity of the business ses- 
sions. 

oo 

The great hit of this year was the me 
and legislator of Osceola, Iowa, M. L. Temple, 
who has been. prominent in his State in legis- 
lative affairs. He spoke for over two hours. 
It was too long a strain on the audience, but 
his message was important. He repeated him- 
self often. as he had no prepared paper. He 
talked from the broadminded standpoint. of a 
man who sees both company and policyholders’ 
interests. He recognizes the error in the pub- 
lic mind as to insurance corporations, but be- 
lieves the American people when enlightened 
want to be fair. He did not hesitate to pay 
his respects to some company departures which 
he regards as unwise. 

The Iowan had much of the fervor of west- 
ern oratory and the manner of the small city 
lawyer. It was no task for him to speak. 
Secretary Foster, of the Royal Union Mutual, 
who is also a spellbinder, secured Mr. Temple 
for the convention. 

President De Boer, of the National Life of 
Vermont, is one of the greatest and most bril- 
liant executives of the country. He combines 
the actuary, executive, underwriter, financier 
and business man. His paper is a notable con- 
tribution to life insurance literature. President 
De Boer is a pleasing speaker. Every sentence 
is clean cut and each word tells. 

* 3k 

Charles W. Scovel of Pittsburg, general 
agent of the Provident Savings, gave the con- 
vention a gem. His personality isso charm- 
ng and his manner so delightful that every 
time he spoke he had his listeners at his beck 
and call. Witty, imaginative,’ practical—he 
mingles these characteristics so harmoniously 
hat he leaves a good taste in one’s mouth. He 
will be president of the association some time, 
and he richly deserves it. He was easily one 

f the most popular men on the floor. 

* * 
I would place Temple, De Boer and Scovel 
‘ogether as producing the best thought of the 
onvention. Dr. Davis, of the Travelers, had 

fair paper, but his delivery is wretched and 
but few could hear him. He touched some in- 





teresting spots and to have the opinion of an 
experienced medical director of so prominent 
a company on mooted points was illuminative. 

Actuary Sartelle, of State Mutual, made the 
mistake of being too elemental. His audience 
was composed of trained underwriters who 
were prepared for a more technical treatise. 
Mr. Sartelle is a distinguished actuary and 
the way was open for an expression of opinion 
on current practices or an elucidation of 
problems that would have been _ instructive. 
His paper is splendid for beginners. 

ok 


The prize essays this year were fully up te 
the average of those oi previous years and 
perhaps showed an improvement. It can be 
said that there is a higher grade talent of men 
competing for these prizes. It forms one of 
the most pleasing features of the convention 
and one that is always anticipated with more 
than ordinary delight. This year both prizes 
went to home office men, the first prize being 
awarded to J. H. Jefferies, who is assistant 
to Agency Manager H. C. Lippincott; of the 
home office of the Penn Mutual. Mr. Jefferies 
appeared well before the convention previously 
when he was assigned to one of the _five- 
minute discussions. Major F. A. Kendall, the 
old veteran from Cleveland, made the presenta- 
tion address, and did it well. Mr. Jefferies 
evidently is accustomed to speaking, and was 
at ease on the floor. The second prize went 
to J. A. Jackson, who is connected with. the 
literary department of the Mutual Life of 
New York. Mr. Jackson carries with him 
much of the dignity and courtly manner of 
the home office ofa large company. He is not 
a ready impromptu speaker, but is versatile 
with his pen. It had been arranged for 
P. H. Farley, one of the ex-presidents of the 
association, who is also connected with the 
home office of the Mutual Life, to present the 
second prize. He was confined to his rooms 
with illness and the duty was assigned to 
Thomas H. Bowles of Detroit. The presenta- 
tion requiring that both gentlemen be on the 
platform assumed rather a humorous phase, 
inasmuch as the listeners could not help won- 
dering what President McCurdy, of the 
Mutual Life, would do were he present and 
seeing the old antagonist of the company 


. presenting a prize to one of its home office 


men. 
+ * 

One of the most profitable parts of the con- 
vention was the discussion of five-minute 
topics, and I am constrained to believe that 
were this feature made more prominent the 
delegates would receive most valuable informa- 
tion. President Ward acted wisely in se- 
lecting four or five men to lead off on the 
topics, having notified them a week or so be- 
fore in order that there might be no delay. 
Most of these men had their thoughts trans- 
cribed to paper and some splendid contribu- 
tions were the result. This gives an oppor- 
tunity to draw out the talent on the floor 
which would otherwise be dormant. I would 
suggest that in the future those who are in- 
clined to hold themselves in the background 
be given an opportunity to participate im these 
discussions and be notified prior to the con- 
vention of this duty. These topics brought out 
the sentiment of the members as to the asso- 
ciation movement, its value, its weaknesse, its 
strength and the possibilities of its develop- 
ment. In addition there were many sugges- 
tions that could not help but prove fertile in 
agency work. This interchange of ideas 
among representatives of so many companies 
cannot help but be of vital interest to all. In 
these discussions Philadelphia, Chicago and 
Pittsburg undoubtedly took the lead. The 
discussion of timely topics fills in most ad- 
mirably the unoccupied space left by the 
formal addresses of the convention. 

* * 


The contest for the next place of meeting 
was an interesting one and brought out some 
good talks. “Uncle Eli’ D. Weeks of Con- 
necticut, who led in the invitation from Hart- 
ford, was the center around which many of 
the talks ran. He is the “grand old man” of 
the National association and one of its char- 
acteristic war horses. It seemed to be the 
feeling that because “Uncle Eli” had invited 





the convention to Hartford the suggestion 
should be followed chiefly as a tribute to him. 
St. Louis extended its invitation through J. ‘S. 
Hendricks, of the Equitable in that city, and 
was warmly supported by such men as W. D. 
Wyman of Chicago and T. H. Bowles of De- 
troit, both ex-presidents. Voting is done by 
associations and Hartford won in the contest 
by one majority. The westerners almost un- 
animously wanted St. Louis and would have 
won if the Kentucky, Nebraska and northern 
Indiana delegations ‘had been present. Hart- 
ford, however, will be an interesting point 
for the association to visit, as it is the home 
of insurance and the companies located in 
that city will be glad to extend the hand of 
greeting. 
* op 

The delegations were pretty much at sea as 
to the next president ot the association until 
Thursday. At that time sentiment had crystal- 


lized around John Dolph, superintendent of the 


Metropolitan in Cincinnati, and he went 
through like a whirlwind. Mr. Dolph had 
come into prominence two years ago when 
the National convention was held in his home 
city, as he was president of the local asso- 
ciation and took an active part in caring for 
the visitors. He has been held in abeyance 
as presidential timber ever since. He was a 
leading figure on the floor at Indianapolis, and 
gave-a fine talk during the discussion of five- 
minute topics. The nominating committee, 
therefore, had no difficulty in agreeing on 
him as the standard bearer. Ohio can lay 
unction to its soul that it is keeping up its 
reputation as the home of presidents. H. H. 
Ward of Cleveland was the retiring president, 
and it was necessary to go to the State again 
for his successor. President Dolph brings .a 
new element into the association, and that is 
the industrial staff. He has been with the 
Metropolitan for twenty years in Cincinnati 
and twelve of these he has been superintendent 
of one of the great districts of that company 
in the United States. His own agency is a 
model so far as discipline and_ effectiveness is 
concerned. He is a sort of Roosevelt in his 
type, showing his teeth when he talks and 
striking right out from the shoulder. This 
was seen at the banquet when he asked the 
waiters to retire from the room and when all 
did not heed his request he made it known 
again in a more emphatic manner. Undoubt- 


_edly President Dolph will shake up some o% 


the dry bones and inject some fire into the 
association work. 
* * 

The retiring president, H. H. Ward of 
Cleveland, was an experiment in the minds of 
a great number of the old guard when he 
was elected. He was a young man who had 
not been known in the agency movement, but 
his Cleveland friends vouched for him. He 
is a polished presiding officer, capable of much 
work and held the converition to its labors 
with the skill of a general. Several times 
he made an earnest request that the delegates 
remain in the room or be present when the 
time came to convene, and his request was in 
the most part heeded. Mr. Ward has done 
magnificent work. He has sacrificed much 
time and spent hundreds of dollars in going 
from place to place. 

The association made a vital mistake in 
putting the banquet at so late an hour. It 
was almost 9 o'clock before the festive throng 
began to eat and the minute hand on the clock 
was between half past 10 and 11 when the 
toastmaster was introduced. The time should 
have been set for two hours earlier. As it 
was many of the delegates had to leave to 
catch trains and the dignity of the banquet 
was in this way impaired. Otherwise it was 
a brilliant affair, ably handled and full of 
elevated thought. It seems to me that this 
banquet feature should be arranged differ- 
ently hereafter, so that it might become a 
prominent part of the proceedings and not 
be marred by delegates being forced to leave 
for their homes. C.. we Se 





Our Quick Selling Policies 
Make Money for Agents 


Boswell, Agency Director, 
Security Mutual Life, Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 
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AMONG THE GASUALTY MEN. 


IMPORTANT 








MATTERS CONSIDERED: 





Executive Committee of International Asso- 
ciation of Accident Underwriters Held 
Its Meeting Last Week. 





The executive committee of the International 
Association of Accident Underwriters held 
its first fall meeting in New York, October 
12 and 14. There were numerous matters re- 
quiring attention, left over from the annual 
meeting of the association at Portland, and 
most of this accumulation of business was 
disposed of. The most important question 
considered was that of the length of indemnity 
period of health policies, referred to the com- 
mittee by the Portland convention. The sub- 
ject was quite freely discussed in the meeting 
and the committee’s opinion was considered 
from all standpoints. The result reached was 
that after January 1, 1905, the twenty-six 
weeks’ period limit ‘shall be in force. This 
places the International Association of Acci- 
dent Underwriters and the Detroit Conference 
upon the same basis, so that, after the be- 
ginning of next year, no matter whether a 
man buys a commercial policy or an industrial 
policy, his indemnity period so far as the 
health features are concerned, will be limited 
to twenty-six weeks. 

The subject of more complete statistics in 
health insurance, referred by the Portland 
meeting to the executive committee, was 
talked over and referred to a sub-committee, 
consisting of Messrs. Keelor, Alexander and 
Woodward, which is expected to present a 
workable plan at the December meeting of the 
executive committee. -The question of uni- 
form classifications was accorded the same 
treatment, being referred to a sub-committee, 
consisting of Messrs. Faxon, Pratt, Page and 
Smith. The foregoing are the principal mat- 
ters considered at the meeting. In addition 
it was ordered that the proceedings of the 
Portland convention be published and circu- 
lated, the dates for the convention of 1905, 
which is to be held at the Royal Muskota Ho- 
tel, Canada, were fixed for July 18, 19, 20 
and 21. 

During the meeting it developed that the 
companies, in the aggregate, sustained an un- 
derwriting loss of 3% percent on accident 
business in the past ten years, and a sentiment 
in favor of reducing the period of accident 
indemnity was somewhat manifest. 





TO HAVE PLATE GLASS COMPACT. 

Officials of the New York Plate Glass, 
Fidelity & Casualty, Metropolitan Plate Glass, 
Maryland Casualty, New Jersey Plate Glass, 
Lloyds Plate Glass, Central Accident, Casu- 
alty Company of America, Aftna Indemnity, 
New Amsterdam and Philadelphia Casualty 
met in New York last Tuesday, to discuss the 
question of revising the plate glass compact. 
Rates are more or less demoralized over the 
country and it is thought that if the officials 
get together they can agree on rates and com- 
missions. The whole matter was thoroughly 
discussed, but as the plan involves an adjust- 
ment of the minimum rate in regard to com- 
missions, it was left over until the next meet- 
ing on October 28. 

+e ++ 


COMPLAIN OF COMPANY’S ACTION. 


There is some little complaint in Cleveland 
regarding the action of one of the liability 
companies. While in the main business has 
been fairly satisfactory, so far as rates are con- 
cerned, since the organization of the liability 
board, it is claimed that this one company al- 
ways puts up some queer figures in any par- 
ticularly desirable line. Some of the agents 
have grown tired of this and say that they had 
as well go on the free lance basis and be done 
with it. However, it is believed that if the 
board is held together and the professional 
aspect cultivated as much as possible, much 
good will result. 


++ _ ++ 
TRAVELERS GOOD YEAR AT CLEVELAND. 
The Cleveland department of the Travelers 
has made an excellent record the past year. 
J. H. Johnson, E. P. Moulton and F. C. Det- 








tlebach of Cleveland and McClellan Spriggs of 
Woodsfield won trips to the Hartford conven- 
tion, while F. C. Roehl, manager of the acci- 
dent department; E. J. Fairfield, manager of 
the liability department, and H. L. Harrington, 
special agent of the liability department, at- 
tended the convention by special invitation. 
++ ++ 
SUIT DISMISSED. 


The case of A. F. Parker of Davenport, 
Iowa, against the National Surety has been 
dismissed by the United States court and costs 
taxed to the plaintiff. Parker sought $5,000 
damages because the company refused to bend 
him as an employe of the Rock Island Railway 
Company, thus causing him to lose his posi- 
tion. 

+t ++ 
UPHOLDS THE RESERVE Law. 

Commissioner Barry of Michigan, in his an- 
nual report, expresses his faith in the efficacy 
of the Michigan liability reserve law. He 
thinks that the Michigan law keeps the in- 
tegrity of these reserves at the highest point. 
He states that all the companies are at pres- 
ent practically on the 50 percent reserve basis 
and he recommends that the law be amended 
so as to make the basis for the minimum re- 
serve 50 percent instead of 40 percent. 





BOARD OF CASUALTY UNDERWRITERS. 





Will Be the Style of the New Organization 
Which Is to Include Miscellaneous Com- 
panies of All Classes. 





The committee of casualty men, appointed to 
consider the advisability of the organization of 
a national board, held a meeting at the Hotel 
Astor, in New York, on October 12. There 
was a free, frank expression of opinion on the 
part of the members, concerning the proposed 
organization, which will probably be known 
as the Board of Casualty Underwriters. The 
possible scope of the organization was con- 
sidered, as well as plans for making its work 
effective. It is the aim of those with whom 
the idea originated to draw all the miscel- 
laneous companies togethér in an organization 
for the general good. It is probable: that the 
committee, at the meeting to be held in De- 
cember, will recommend a plan for a volun- 
tary organization, the action of such associa- 
tion to be advisory, instead of mandatory, and 
to deal largely with licenses, fees, deposits and 
supervision. As the leading casualty under- 
writers of the country are interested, the plans 
to be worked out by the committee as the re- 
sult of the meeting in New York will prob- 
ably be adopted by the meeting of companies 
which will be held December 9, at which time 
there will be a banquet. The following mem- 
bers were present at the meeting: John T. 
Stone, Maryland Casualty; George F. Sew- 
ard, Fidelity & Casualty; Edson S. Lott, U. S. 
Casualty; H. G. B. Alexander, Continental 
Casualty; Walter Faxon, AZtna Life; Oscar 
Ising, Ocean Accident; Dr: R. S. Keelor, 
Philadelphia Casualty. 





CASUALTY APPOINTMENTS. 


OHIO. 
Luther M. 





FF sae & Deposit Hunt, Martins- 
Fidelity & Casualty—S. L. Arnold & Son, Ash- 
land ; Gregory, Blanchester; Charles A. 
Pryce, Cleveland: Frank C. McElroy, Columbus ; 
Gross & Smith, Bellevue; Daniel Crossin & Son, 
Jackson ; J. W. Lanning, Dresden; People’s Insur- 
ance Agency, Sidney; F. E. Fox, Cuyahoga Falls. 
Lloyds Plate Glass—Geo. H. Sheetz, Bridge- 
port; Barker, Frost, Chapman & Wall, Toledo. 
New Amsterdam Casualty—George L. Behrens 
Columbus. : 
United States Casualty—Royal E. Collar, Alli- 


ance. 
MICHIGAN. 
. N. J. Plate Glass—R. P. Chaddock, Benton Har- 


or. 

U. S. Health & Accident—John C. White, Sagi- 
naw; J. A. Hennesy, Yale. 

Mich. Benevolent—G. A. Gillies, Omer. 

National Accident—Michael Dwyer, Armada. 

National Protective—F. A. Kirby, Battle Creek ; 
Hiram Harris, Grand Rapids; 8S. H. Lucas, Lake 
City: H. Vanderwerp, Lake City; W. A. Curtis 
and Fred Angus, Standish. 

WISCONSIN. 
4£tna Life—-T. F. Wieland, Bayfield. 


; on Casualty—John UL. Madden, Ash- 
and. 
Fidelity & Casualty—William Riggert, Reeds- 


oa. 
: _—— Accident, Scot.—Otto Heinske, Rib 
sake, 








Hartford Steam Boiler—A. C. Matthews, Bluir ; 
J. H. Timm, Plymouth. 
LeHew, 


North American Accident—Thomas 
Rice Lake. 
Philadelphia Casualty—Frederick L. Clemons, 
Janesville. 
Title Guaranty & Trust-——W. M. Willinger, 


Minitowoe. 
Travelers—Harry J. Lawrence, Sturgeon Bay. 
MINNESOTA. 
Columbian Relief Fund, Ind. (Health and Acci- 
dent)—Oliver F. Briggs, St. Paul. 
Fidelity & Casualty—J. K. Bingham, Moorhead. 
North American Accident, Ill.—C. L. Miles, 


Marshall. 
INDIANA. 


Ocean Accident—Mrs. Nora V. Schoellkopf, 
Evansville. 
U. S. Casualty—J. Clarence Carr, Marion; Jesse 


Link, Evansville. 





SAY HIGHER RATES ARE NECESSARY. 





Many Surety Men Believe That More Premium 
Is Needed in Contract Work and 
Want an Increase. 





There is a decided sentiment among the 
surety managers of the large cities to increase 
contractors’ rates, as was announced in this 
department last week. Many surety men feel 
that the heavy losses in contract work and 
the great hazard require more premium. 
Sewer builders and asphalt pavement contract- 
ors have proved particularly unprofitable. 
There are many unforeseen contingencies in 
contract work for which there is no provision 
in the rate. Some companies want an agree- 
ment to cover contract bond rates only. 





MILLIKIN RESIGNS AT CINCINNATI. 

Paul M. Millikin, general manager of the 
Fidelity & Deposit Company at Cincinnati, has 
resigned that position and has been succeeded 
by John P. Ryan, a young attorney who has 
been connected with the agency. Mr. Millikin 
continues, however, as resident vice-president, 
Mr. Ryan being the resident assistant secre- 
tary. Mr. Millikin is chief of the Cincinnati 
police department. 

++ ++ 
MAY SUE ON PAVING BOND. 

The city of Chicago will probably sue the 
National Surety, owing to complications aris- 
ing over the asphalt paving on Wabash ave- 
nue. The company was on Contractor Duf- 
fey’s bond, and has already paid out a pretty 
sum to repair the street. It has a mainte- 
nance bond and it is said the original work was 
poorly executed. Maintenance bonds usually 
scorch a company’s fingers. 

+e ++ 
THE AUTOMOBILE HAZARD. 

An official of an accident company in speak- 
ing of the automobile hazard declared that 
in his opinion the danger of automobilists 
as risks has been exaggerated. He called 
attention to the fear of companies at the time 
bicycles were used in great numbers and stated 
that the claims from bicycles were not nu- 
merous. He thinks that people who ride in 
automobiles, while exposed to the hazard at- 
tending motor cars, are free from many oi 
the ordinary hazards. He thinks that the 


introduction of a new hazard is offset by 
less exposure to other hazards. 
++ ++ 


BASE METHOD IN SOLICITING. 


A practice among agents which should be 
discouraged is that of lowering the stand- 
ing of some other company when urging a 
prospect. A case of very recent date has come 
to the surface where the insured carried ac- 
cident policies in two companies, one being 
for $10,000 and the other for a smaller amount. 
When called upon by the agent representing 
the company which held the larger policy, the 
insured stated that he did not care to remain 
in a company that was “unsafe and wher 
the officers were guilty of juggling the figures 
on the financial statement.” The insured was 
finally induced to give the name of the aget 
who had made the statement concerning tlie 
rival company, saying that if the company was 
unsafe it would be to his interest to know 
about it. It took but a short time to convince 


the insured that the company was on a better 
footing than ever, the only reason for the 
statement made by the agent of the other com- 
pany being to induce the insured to drop his 
large policy in that company and take out 4 
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large one in the company where he already 
had one for a small amount. No change, how- 
ever was made in the policies, the insured pay- 
ing his premium as usual. Generally the agent 
practicing this style of soliciting will get no 
benefit out of it in the long run, as the average 
man will consider that he cannot be trusted. 
++ +H 
TRAVELERS AND AZZTNA LOCKED HORNS. 

Agents in the Cleveland office of the Travel- 
ers and the A£tna locked horns on the after- 
noon of the 14th inst. on the diamond, and for 
a time the fur flew, almost the same as if they 
had come in contact over a prospect for a 
$100,000 policy. They do not claim to be 
professionals, but the spectators could not 
have told the difference—after dark. The 
feature of the game was the exciting run—of 
the whole bunch. Want of space forbids the 
records claimed by the various players, but 
the score is reported as Travelers 11, Aétna 5. 
The Travelers boys had this statement to 
make at the close of the game: “There were 
no ‘accidents’ to the ‘lives’ of any of the 
players, nor was there at any stage of the 
game any ‘liability’ of the A£tna’s winning.” 





CASUALTY NOTES. 

The Empire State Surety bonds the new 
fire chief of Chicago, John Campion, for 
$25,000 

R. L. Stewart has been appointed manager 
of the Kansas City office of the National 
Surety Company. 

The American Surety is on the bond of 
L. A, Tillson, the cashier of the University 
Club of Chicago, who is alleged to be short 
in his accounts. 


The Munich Reinsurance Corporation, 
Munich, Germany, has just been admitted to 
membership in the International Association 
of Accident Underwriters. 

At the recent meeting of the Indiana Bank- 
ers Association, W. E. Schweppe, manager of 
the bankers’ department of the American 
Credit-Indemnity Company, delivered an ad- 
dress on credit insurance. 

The recently organized Michigan Live Stock 
Insurance Company has opened its home office 
in the Hammond building in Detroit, and is 


present. 

The Ohio Interurban Railway 
has decided not to require a bond from mem- 
bers of the interchangeable mileage coupon bu- 
reau, so that companies that have been watch- 








Association 


ing for this business will perhaps be a little 
disappointed. 


The Julian-Sargent Company have been ap- 
pointed agents at Columbus, O., for the Phila- 
delphia Casualty Company. 


The police and fire commission of Lansing, 
at its last meeting, passed a resolution requir- 
ing every man who is appointed a member of 
the fire department after November 1 to take 
out an accident insurance policy. Chief Delfs 
reports that out of 21 old members of the de- 
partment only five carry accident policies. 

Charles H. King, manager of the Fidelity 
& Casualty at Cleveland, O., has sold his home 
in Chicago and prepared to move his family 
to the Forest City. Mr. King says Ohio has 
more really good large towns and cities than 
any other State in the Union for its size and 
he has been busy developing the business in 
them. 





COLORADO CASE IS REVERSED. 


The court of appeals at Colorado has re- 
versed a decision in favor of the Germania 
Life against the First National Bank of Den- 
ver. On October 23, 1891, the Germania in- 
sured Jacob Boehm for $30,000, with the sui- 
cide clause voiding the policy in case of sui- 
cide within three years. - 
its issuance the policy was assigned to the 
First National Bank of Denver, and March 14, 





Three weeks after | 


1892, Boehm was found dead in a hotel, with | 


a bottle full of poison near by. 


poison. The company refused payment and 
suit was brought. The lower court decided in 


The coroner’s | 
jury decided that he died from the effects of 


favor of the company, but the court of appeals | 


holds that the evidence of suicide was too cir- 
cumstantial. 





LIFE NOTES. 


J. H. N. Clausen has been appointed man- | 


ager of the Portland branch of the Conserva- 
tive Life. He was formerly with the Pacific 
Mutual and has been with the Conservative 
for a year. 


The Interstate Mutual Accident Insurance | 


Association has been incorporated at Des 
Moines. Dr, J. A. Gunn, who has been con- 
nected with various insurance companies, is 


‘ t | the promoter, and will act as general manager, 
already reported as doing a good business. It | 


will confine its operations to Michigan for the | 


with W. S. Goodrell as president and Nellie M. 
Gunn as secretary. 

The general agents of the Pacific Mutual 
Life will hold a reunion at the Jefferson Hotel 
in St. Louis, October 24 to 26. It is expected 
that this will be made an annual gathering 
hereafter. Danford M. Baker, general agent 


for Illinois, will read a paper on “The Duties 
and Responsibilities of the Agent to the Com- 
pany.” 

Charles A. Law, the eighteen-year-old son of 

A. Law, associate manager of the Rocky 
Mountain department of the Conservative Life, 
has taken up life insurance work and wrote 
$32,000 in his first month. 

Fred P. Newport has been appointed assist- 
ant superintendent of agencies of the Con- 
servative Life, with headquarters at Los An- 
geles. He has been in life insurance work 
since 1895, and with the Conservative since 
1902. 


FREE TO LIFE AGENTS 


Book of Views of California and Semi-trop- 
ical America may be had by addressing 
CONSERVATIVE LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY, LOS 
ANGELES, CAL. This should be of special 
interest to field men contemplating a milder 
climate for their winter’s work. 








Combined Pocket and Desk Index 


Desk Tray (9x5x3), set of alphabetical 
and daily guides and soo record cards. 
Also one pocket seal grain leather case 
with 10 guides with days of week on one 
side and 10 division alphabet on other. 
Pocket case is filled from desk tray for 
use on the street. System intended for 
life, fire and accident agents, real estate 
men, lawyers or salesmen. Complete out- 
fit, express prepaid, $2. 

THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER, 


164 La 
Salle street, Chicago. 








SPECIAL AGENTS’ BOOKS. 
We have several forms of special agents’ 
field, loss and agency record books. Sam- 
ple pages sent on application. 
THe WESTERN UNDERWRITER CoMPANY. 








GENERAL AGENTS. 


Do you want a special agent, inspector, 
daily report examiner, map clerk, book-- 
keeper? If so, use a WESTERN UNDER- 
wriTtER Want Ad, One dollar first inser- 
tion, 75 cents each subsequent insertion. 
































Company: 


western agents. 


















Men of Character are attracted to the 
Agency Force of the Northwestern 
Because the Northwestern accepts busi- 
ness only from regular agents of the 


Because Northwestern policies command 
100 cents on the dollar. Rebating 
has been prohibited for ten years. 

Northwestern commissions are for North- 


Best Resutts To Poticy-Hovpers. 
Most ATTRACTIVE Pouicigs. 
Issues PARTN®RSHIP AND CORPORATION INSURANCE. 


For further information or an Agency, address: 


Northwestern 


Mutual Life Insurance 


Co. of Milwaukee. 


H. L. PALMER, President. 


Assets, Jan. 1, 1904, $178,200,625.20 
Liabilities, including $25,897,879 

surplus accumulatidns held 

to meet tontine and semi- 

tontine contracts, . . . . 172,585,861 30 


General Surplus, 


Business of 1903 largest in history of 


The 


J. W. SKINNER, Secretary. 
Organized 1857. 





oe $5,614,763.90 





Company. 


H. F. NORRIS, Superintendent of Renate. 




















Purely Matual, and transacts business only in 
the United States. 














20 THE WESTERN 








UNDERWRITER. 








JAMES NICHOLS, PRESIDENT. 
B. R. STILLMAN, SECRETARY. 
H. A. SMITH, ASST. SECRETARY 


National 


Fire Insurance 





ORGANIZED 
NOV. 27, 1871. 


Company of Hartford, Conn. u»—- 














Captial Greek, G11 Oa. 2.0000 c00002 cose cose cosessseceaes cocees +++++:8 1 000,000.00 
Funds reserved to meet all Liabilities. .......s..++esesceeeee cree 2,231, 160.64 
Net Surplus over Capital and all Liabilities....... eee eeeseeeeeecees 1,550,802.74 
Total Assets, Jan. 1, 1908..........ccccccccee esses cers cence $4,781 ,963.38 
Western Department, Chicago, Ill. : 
FRED S. JAMES, General AGENT. 


GEORGE W. BLOSSOM, Ass'T GENn’L AGT. 
Cuas RICHAROSON, 20 Ass'T Gen’t AGT 


CHAS. 8. HOLLINSHEAD, E. BR. DANNELS, Secretary. 
Presiden. M. JOS. NOWLAN, Asst. Secretary. 


FIRE INSURANCE ONLY. 


UNION—OF PHILADELPHIA 
INSURANCE COMPANY. 


| INCORPORATED 1804. | | LOSSES PAID, $18,070,003.00. | 
HOWARD HUDLER, Special Agt., | D. E. JULIAN, Special Agent. 
05? a Sete Si... Chtenys. M. F. GRIM, Special Agent. 


Illinois, lowa and Missouri. 
G, I. GORHAM, General Agent, 49% N. Hight St, 
COLUMBUS, 0. 


St. Paul, Minn., 
OHIO, MICHIGAN and KENTUCKY. 











ee 


Fire Insurance Company of New York 
Organized 1850 


Western Department 


159 La Salle Street + “ - - CHICAGO 


I. S. BLACKWELDER, Manager W. L. STEELE, Assistant Manager 





~~ COMMERCIAL 
UNION 


Assurance Company, Ltd., of London. 




















UNITED STATES BRANCH: 
Cor. Pine and William Sts., 
NEW Y@RK, 


WESTERN DEPARTMENT: 
315 Dearborn Street, 
CHICAGO, 








FOR THE YEAR 1903. 


TWENTY-FOURTH ANNUAL STATEMENT OF 


THE BANKERS LIFE ASSOCIATION 





OF DES MOINES 


PUBLISHED JANUARY I, 1904. 





ASSETS. 
Securities Deposited with the Auditor of State...... 2... .... cc eeeees oeee $5,200,893.00 
Cash.... 225,807.43 
NE Bas 0 ce nse 0600s dhtwisinnd es veaned00ss cadesoesos gn0e-caep.debegaens 1,127,599.03 
$6,554,299,46 
Se Be I Oh Bi a his haa ch Ncdede-ebanicpiectitndbas bbcemsasanet # 949,750.55 


LIABILITIES. 
Death Claims proven and Unpaid... .... ..cce ccescees cose cescceeecceeees 
BOGE CARS GG OG ao oie os vase nicccss cetens 60850000000 sees 0b seenwed $ 90,814.00 


I I dn. .d 6. 0:80 6065 0.4 0 0664 6 nd0 cesdndine 600s 065668 05005006 FbSSS4R06 12,665.51 
Balance to protect Comtracts...... .... 2... .e.e eee Pores cee eee eee ceoeeeee 6,450,819.95 

~~ 7 $6,554,299.46 
Fauna tee Peres Wal. B12 ROWS oe a cccdcciccicscccccscs soec ceed secvcues $199,658.000.00 
Cost of Insurance per thousand at age 40 in 1903............6.--000- 10.00 





E. E. CLARK, Vice- eK DR. GEO. GLICK, Medical Director. 
DR. ¥. J. WILL, Medical Examiner. A 


. CASADY, Assistant Treasurer, 
J. M. BACHTELL, Auditor and Assistant Secretary. 


EDWARD A. TEMPLE, Presiden 


SIMON GASADY, Treasurer. 
H. 8. NOLLEN, Secretary. 
GEORGE KUBANS. F.eld Manag-r 





IncornPORATED 1851. 


THE BERKSHIRE LIFE INS.CO. 


PITTSFIELD, AASS. 
President. JAMES. M. BARKER, Vice-President. 
THEO. L. ALLEN, Secretary. 
J. M. LEE, Actuary. ROBT. H. DAVENPORT, Ass’t Sec’y. 


JAMES. W. HULL, 





All policies now issued by the Berxksurre give to the insured all the advantage 
of the perfected Non-Forfeiture Law of Massachusetts. 


Before insuring your life or taking an agency, examine the new policy contract 
now being issued by the BerksalRe. 





A. K. HANNEN, Gen’l Agent Northern Ohio, 315-316 Williamson, Bidg., Cleveland. 
JOHN A. RINGOLD, Gen’l Ageat Southern Ohio, 14 Carew Bidg., Cincinnati. 
WILLIAM D. WYMAN, Gen’! Agent for Illinois, 100 Washington St., Chicago. 








The John Hancock Motual Lite Insurance Company 


OF BOSTON, AXASS. 


S. H. RHODES, Prest.: ROLAND 0. LAMB, Vice-Prest.; WALTON L. CROCKER, Sec’y. 


as 


Issues the most desirable forms of Life, 
ment Policies. Annual Dividends. 


Endowment, Term and Install- 
Cash and Paid Up Values. 


The Most Liberal Conditions of Any Policy in the Market. 
See Our Policies and Terms Before Engaging Elsewhere. 


EXCELLENT AGENCY CONTRACTS AWAIT GOOD MEN. 
ROBERT K. EATON, Superintendent of Agencies, Boston, Mass. 


J.C. CAMPBELL, State Agent for Ohio and West Virginia, Board of Trade Building, 
Columbus, Ohio. 





For a DEFINITE PROMISE to PAY, well defined, no experi- 
ment and taking no chances that technical legal definitions of what 
constitutes an accident will be used to'defeat claims, BUY YOUR 
INSURANCE in, and SELL the policies of 


“The Central” 


OF PITTSBURG, PA. 


Its management will tell you in YES or NO answers’ what it 
covers and what it does not cover. 


AGENTS WANTED. 


FOR PARTICULARS A 


The Central Accident Insurance Co., Pittsburg, Pa. 
































THE FIDELITY & CASUALTY 
COMPANY : 


97 TO 103 CEDAR STREET, N. Y. CITY 














EE A 6, cathe as ok « ebiw Leb eee $ 6,397,004.50 
oe Se ey eee ree ee 1,912,107.72 
8 be ey ee a * 18,696,401.43 


CASUALTY INSURANCE SPECIALTIES 


FIDELITY— Bonds of Suretyship for persons in positions 
of Trust. 

CASUALTY—Personal Accident and Health, Liability, 
Burglary, Plate Glass, Steam Boiler, Elevator and 
Flywheel. 

OFFICERS: 


GeorcE F. Sewarp, President 
Rosert J. Hitias, Vice-Pres. and Secy. Henry Cross.ey, Asst.Secy. 
Frank E. Law, 2nd Asst. Secy. Epwargp C. Lunt, 3rd Asst. Secy. 














